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Genesis 22

1 After these things God tested Abraham, and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here am I." 2 He said, 

"Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a 

burnt offering upon one of the mountains of which I shall tell you." 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning, 

saddled his ass, and took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac; and he cut the wood for the burnt 

In some ways, the birth to Abraham and Sarah of Isaac, the long-awaited son of promise, seems as if it could be the 

end of the story we have been tracking through the last ten chapters of Genesis.  After many ups and downs, 

Abraham and Sarah appear to have settled into the life that God had called them to so many years before.  They 

have never turned their backs on God, packing their bags to return to Haran.  There have been moments of great 

faith in their story; there have also been moments of weakness and imprudence.  In our previous lesson, we saw in 

Abraham a strange combination of service to God and man (his prayers for Abimelech's healing) and a suggestion 

of presumption (his willingness to be less than honest about Sarah).  We also observed that Abraham had a 

lingering fondness for Ishmael, in spite of the word God had given him that his heir would be Isaac.  Sarah gave 

godly advice to Abraham, urging him to send the boy and his mother away; it was a severe but necessary move to 

protect Abraham's fidelity to God's plan for him.

With Ishmael gone and Isaac secure as Abraham's heir, perhaps we could conclude that all the drama of God's plan 

to bless Abraham and, eventually, all mankind is over.  After all, the birth of Isaac was what Abraham and Sarah 

were waiting for.  If God would grant them the gift of a son, even after Abraham's seeming presumption in being 

dishonest, then maybe Abraham was right in thinking his covenant with God was a done deal.  And if God took the 

initiative to send Ishmael away from Abraham, thus protecting his heart from defection, then maybe God will 

make it impossible for him to fail.  Recall that in Lesson Thirteen, question 9, we wondered whether Abraham's 

experience of having his faith reckoned to him as righteousness (Gen. 15:6) made him permanently pleasing to 

God.  Many non-Catholic Christians believe that's exactly what happened.  They draw a parallel between that 

moment in Abraham's life and the moment when a person places his faith in the promise of God to save him 

through the work of Jesus.  With one act of faith, a person is "saved" or justified (in a state of grace).  Nothing can 

happen to change that status.  It is a done deal.

If we are thinking that way, then Genesis 22 will catch us by surprise.  Abraham is about to undergo the severest 

test of his life.  What kind of test is it?  Why does God need to put him through it?  What are the implications of 

this test for our lives with God?  The drama is far from over;  in some ways, it is only just beginning.  The third 

and final promise God made to Abraham to bless "all families" of the earth through him hangs in the balance.

Read the following text all the way through, at least once.  Then answer the questions on the text that follow.
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Genesis 22 (cont.)

Questions on the Text

A Shocking Command

Read Genesis 22:1-8

offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 4 On the third day Abraham lifted up his 

eyes and saw the place afar off. 5 Then Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the ass; I and the lad 

will go yonder and worship, and come again to you."  6 And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering, 

and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So they went both of them together. 

7 And Isaac said to his father Abraham, "My father!" And he said, "Here am I, my son." He said, "Behold, the 

fire and the wood; but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?" 8 Abraham said, "God will provide himself the 

lamb for a burnt offering, my son." So they went both of them together. 9 When they came to the place of 

which God had told him, Abraham built an altar there, and laid the wood in order, and bound Isaac his son, 

and laid him on the altar, upon the wood. 10 Then Abraham put forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his 

son. 11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven, and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, 

"Here am I." 12 He said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear 

God, seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me." 13 And Abraham lifted up his eyes and 

looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the 

ram, and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14 So Abraham called the name of that place "The 

LORD will provide"; as it is said to this day, "On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided." 15 And the 

angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time from heaven, 16 and said, "By myself I have sworn, says 

the LORD, because you have done this, and have not withheld your son, your only son, 17 I will indeed bless 

you, and I will multiply your descendants as the stars of heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore. And 

your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies, 18 and by your descendants shall all the nations of 

the earth bless themselves, because you have obeyed my voice." 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, 

and they arose and went together to Beer-sheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beer-sheba. 20 Now after these things 

it was told Abraham, "Behold, Milcah also has borne children to your brother Nahor: 21 Uz the first-born, Buz 

his brother, Kemuel the father of Aram, 22 Chesed, Hazo, Pildash, Jidlaph, and Bethuel." 23 Bethuel became 

the father of Rebekah. These eight Milcah bore to Nahor, Abraham's brother. 24 Moreover, his concubine, 

whose name was Reumah, bore Tebah, Gaham, Tahash, and Maacah. 

1.  What do you suppose "these things" in vs. 1 refer to?  Do you think they have any connection with God's 

decision to test Abraham?

2.  Look at the poignancy and the gravity of God's command to Abraham in vs. 2.  It appears to have come to him 

in the night, so he had to sleep on it.  Describe all the possible reactions you think Abraham could have 

legitimately had to such an idea as this.

3.  By early the next morning, no matter what thoughts may have kept him awake all night, what is clear about 

Abraham's final response to God's command?  How do you think he was able to do it?

4.  Reading this passage through the lens of the New Testament, what should the phrase, "On the third day," (vs. 

4) alert us to?
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Questions on the Text (cont.)
A Shocking Command (cont.)

5.  Read Heb. 11:17-19.  When Abraham says to the young men with him (vs. 5) that he and Isaac will go worship 
and "come again to you," what does it appear he was thinking would happen on Mt. Moriah?

6.  Imagine the emotions of Abraham as he walked beside Isaac, the tools of sacrifice in his hand and his beloved 
son, under a load of wood, asking him the penetrating question in vs. 7.  When Abraham answers (vs. 8), what do 
we learn about the focus of his mind and heart at this moment?

[Note: " Mount Moriah is the place where Solomon (king of Israel in about 950 B.C.) set about building the house 
of the Lord, the temple that contained the Holy of Holies.  Mount Moriah wasn't out in a remote desert; it was 
located where the city of Salem was situated in Abraham's day, which later became known as Jerusalem (see Ps. 
76:1-3).  Why the name change?  An old rabbinc tradition attributes it to Abraham, based on what he said after 
sacrificing the ram: 'Abraham called the name of that place, 'The Lord will provide'; as it is said to this day, 'On 
the mount of the Lord it shall be provided (Gn 22:14).  The Hebrew word for 'provide' is jira, which was then 
prefixed to Salem, thus making Jeru-salem." (A Father Who Keeps His Promises, by Scott Hahn; Ann Abor, MI:  
Servant Publications, 1998; p. 108)]

7.  Moriah is identified in 2 Chron. 3:1 as the mountain on which the temple of Jerusalem was built, during the 
reign of King Solomon, many years later.  Isaac asks about the lamb for the offering.  What is the prophetic irony 
of Abraham's response to him in vs. 8?

Salvation Through Substitution
Read Genesis 22:9-14
8.  This scene is painfully slow and graphic ("Then, Abraham put forth his hand, and took the knife to slay his 
son...").  It's almost as if we are watching it in slow motion.  Do you think there is a reason for that?

9.  When the Lord prevents Abraham from sacrificing Isaac, He gives the reason for such an extreme test.  He tells 
him that it was to test his fear of God, whether he would hold back anything from Him.  Read your answer to 
question 1 above.  The severity of this test seems disproportionate to Abraham's relatively minor lapses.  What do 
you think explains it?

10.  Picture what Abraham saw when he lifted his head from Isaac on the altar:  a ram caught by his horns in a 
thorn bush ("thicket"); it was a sacrificial animal with a "crown" of thorns.  Read John 8:52-59.  What was it, in 
this scene, that Abraham "saw," causing him to rejoice, as Jesus says?

God Swears an Oath
Read Genesis 22:15-24
11.  God swears an oath to Abraham, transforming the promise He had made to bless "all families" through him 
into a covenant.  What connection does there appear to be between Abraham's obedience and the fulfillment of 
this part of the promise?  Was it all a "done deal" from the beginning?

12.  Read James 2:21-24.  See that James says that the offering of Isaac was an occasion of "justification" in 
Abraham's life.  St. Paul says, in Romans 4, that when Abraham "believed God and it was reckoned to him as 
righteousness" in Gen. 15:4, it was an occasion when he was justified.  These are two different episodes of 
justification or "being in a state of grace."
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Questions on the Text (cont.)

God Swears an Oath (cont.)

13.  Sometimes non-Catholic Christians ask Catholics if they are "saved," if they know for sure that they are going 

to heaven.  They call this the "assurance of salvation."  Based on the example of Abraham, what do you think is an 

appropriate response to this question?

[Note:  The reference in vss. 20-24 to Abraham's brother, Nahor, and his offspring alerts us to the idea that in 

some way, the rest of Abraham's story will re-connect with his family's household in Haran.  This happens in 

chapter 24, when Abraham insists that Isaac take a wife not from the people living in Canaan but from his own 

people, in Haran.]

Read the following text all the way through, at least once.  Then answer the question on the text that follows.

Genesis 23

1 Sarah lived a hundred and twenty-seven years; these were the years of the life of Sarah. 2 And Sarah died at 

Kiriath-arba (that is, Hebron) in the land of Canaan; and Abraham went in to mourn for Sarah and to weep for 

her. 3 And Abraham rose up from before his dead, and said to the Hittites, 4 "I am a stranger and a sojourner 

among you; give me property among you for a burying place, that I may bury my dead out of my sight." 5 The 

Hittites answered Abraham, 6 "Hear us, my lord; you are a mighty prince among us. Bury your dead in the 

choicest of our sepulchres; none of us will withhold from you his sepulchre, or hinder you from burying your 

dead." 7 Abraham rose and bowed to the Hittites, the people of the land. 8 And he said to them, "If you are 

willing that I should bury my dead out of my sight, hear me, and entreat for me Ephron the son of Zohar, 9 that 

he may give me the cave of Mach-pelah, which he owns; it is at the end of his field. For the full price let him 

give it to me in your presence as a possession for a burying place." 10 Now Ephron was sitting among the 

Hittites; and Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the hearing of the Hittites, of all who went in at the gate 

of his city, 11 "No, my lord, hear me; I give you the field, and I give you the cave that is in it; in the presence 

of the sons of my people I give it to you; bury your dead." 12 Then Abraham bowed down before the people of 

the land. 13 And he said to Ephron in the hearing of the people of the land, "But if you will, hear me; I will 

give the price of the field; accept it from me, that I may bury my dead there." 14 Ephron answered Abraham, 

15 "My lord, listen to me; a piece of land worth four hundred shekels of silver, what is that between you and 

me? Bury your dead." 16 Abraham agreed with Ephron; and Abraham weighed out for Ephron the silver which 

he had named in the hearing of the Hittites, four hundred shekels of silver, according to the weights current 

among the merchants. 17 So the field of Ephron in Mach-pelah, which was to the east of Mamre, the field with 

the cave which was in it and all the trees that were in the field, throughout its whole area, was made over 18 to 

Abraham as a possession in the presence of the Hittites, before all who went in at the gate of his city. 19 After 

this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in the cave of the field of Mach-pelah east of Mamre (that is, Hebron) in 

the land of Canaan. 20 The field and the cave that is in it were made over to Abraham as a possession for a 

burying place by the Hittites. 



Lesson 17    Genesis

5

© copyright 2001 Gayle Somers and Sarah Christmyer  •  Distributed by www.catholicexchange.com  • 

Questions on the Text

The Death of Sarah

Read Genesis 23:1-20

[Note:  The narrative of the purchase of a burial place for Sarah is "an ancient account of buying and selling.  The 

impression of the story is that they were not engaged in a business deal, but in friendly gestures of generosity.  

However, Ephron is not really making a gift of the field to Abraham, but is just beginning in true oriental style to 

drive a shrewd bargain...Ephron names a high price, to which Abraham promptly agrees." (The New Bible 

Commentary, Grand Rapids:  Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1960: p. 94.)]

14.  If we are wondering what effect the encounter Abraham had with God in the previous chapter made on him, 

we can perhaps see some indication in this chapter.  See that Abraham describes himself as "a stranger and a 

sojourner" (vs. 4).  Read Heb. 11:13-16 to see how it describes people who speak in this way.  What does the 

Hebrews passage suggest that Abraham meant when he used those words? What evidence does this provide of the 

effect on Abraham of his encounter with God in Genesis 22?

Questions for Reflection

One of the best ways to meditate on God's Word is to take it deeply into your life through memorization.  The 

suggested memory verse is always highlighted in the text in the lesson (see Genesis 22).  Or you may choose one 

of your own.  For further reflection, consider these questions:

1.  Sometimes when we read about God asking Abraham to offer up Isaac, we get fearful of what God might ask 

of us.  We shudder to think of being put through such a frightening test.  Has that happened to you during this 

lesson?  If so, speak directly to Him about it now.  Tell Him exactly how fearful this makes you feel.   The tests 

that come to us from God usually ask us not to kill our children but to drive a knife through whatever impedes our 

growth in holiness and happiness.  Ask God to give you the grace you need to be like Abraham, who kept his eyes 

fixed on God and held nothing back.

2.  By the end of his life, Abraham became a man whose eyes were set on his heavenly homeland.  He did not 

expect to find perfect happiness in Canaan or anywhere on earth.  This is what we call the theological virtue of 

"hope."  Think about how hope liberates us from trying to squeeze perfect happiness out of temporal life - we 

want our mates, our jobs, our friends and family, the Church to make us perfectly happy.  They can't.  Examine 

your life to see if you have misplaced your hope for happiness.  Can you be set free?  Ask Father Abraham to pray 

for you.
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Opportunities for Additional Study 

Points to Ponder

Lesson 17     Genesis • 

The story of Abraham's life is a story with almost limitless meaning.  It includes examples of faith, prayer, and 

sacrifice.  It contains many lessons for those who, like Abraham, live their lives by putting their faith in God.  Yet 

perhaps the greatest significance of the story of Abraham is that it is the story of God in love with man.

From the earliest chapters of Genesis, we have traced out the evidence of God's profound love for the human 

creatures who bear His image and likeness.  The rebellion of Adam and Eve not only did not conquer God's love, 

it actually became an occasion for Him to demonstrate its depth and breadth and height.  For not only did God 

love humans when they behaved, but He even loved them when they sinned.  How?  He gave them promises to 

live by and punishments to purify them.  Over and over again, God bent down to reorganize and restore the family 

life that was shattered in Eden.  First, He promised to defeat His enemy through human beings.  Then, in Genesis 

12, He promised to create, from one man, a whole nation that would belong to Him; through that nation, He 

planned to reverse the curse of Eden into universal blessing.

The context for comprehending the significance of Abraham's story is the initiative and action of God in pursuit of 

humanity.  His call to Abram in Genesis 12 begins a detailed, engaging account of how one ordinary human 

being, a creature of flesh and blood like us, is singled out by God to be transformed from sinner to saint.  The 

story of his life is the first extended account we have of intimacy between God and man.  It is a story of God's 

love from beginning to end.

Yes, even at the end, when God asks Abraham to give up, to put to death, that which gives his life its only true 

meaning, He is acting out of passionate love for him.  How can that be?  God knows that in losing our lives, we 

find them.  He knew that in Eden.  He knew that on Moriah.  He knew it on Calvary.  The source of perfect human 

happiness is perfect obedience to God, even if it costs us everything.

What began as intimations of God's love in the early chapters of Genesis are confirmed and ratified in the life of 

Abraham.  Stooping down to call Abram out of Haran to follow Him to a new country, God demonstrates His 

condescension to undeserving mankind.  Through the details of Abraham's story - faith, missteps, miracles, 

weakness - we see how relentless His love is.  The culmination of this courtship takes place on Moriah, when God 

rewards the perfect obedience of Abraham with an oath that will affect the rest of human history, until the end of 

time.  All of God's blessings in the world, from the time of Abraham, can be traced back to this oath.  His mercies 

to Israel, the nation that came from the loins of Abraham, were the result not of the worthiness of Israel but of the 

promise He had made to Abraham on Moriah (Ex. 32:11-14; Ps. 51:1-4).  When Mary sings exultantly of God's 

work in her, she sees it as a fulfillment of God's promises to Abraham (Lu. 1:54-55).

It is ironic, isn't it, that people sometimes suggest that God in the Old Testament is full of wrath, and that it is in 

the New Testament that we see Him as a God of love.  Don't believe it for a minute.  The story of Abraham is the 

story of God's powerful love for mortals like us, which searches us out and elevates us to unthinkable heights.

Father Abraham, pray for us to live always in the joy of God's indestructible love.
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Opportunities for Additional Study (cont.) 

Catechism Connection

Lesson 17     Genesis • 

Excerpted from the Catechism of the Catholic Church:

On God swearing an oath to Abraham – "Against all human hope, God promises descendants to Abraham, as the 

fruit of faith and of the power of the Holy Spirit.  In Abraham's progeny all the nations of the earth will be blessed.  

This progeny will be Christ himself, in whom the outpouring of the Holy Spirit will 'gather into one the children 

of God who are scattered abroad.'  God commits himself by his own solemn oath to giving His beloved Son and 

'the promised Holy Spirit...[who is] the guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it." (706)
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Summary

In this lesson, we observed that:

Lesson 17    Genesis • 

1.  God put Abraham to a severe test, asking him to offer up his son, Isaac, as a sacrifice.  Although Abraham 

had lived faithfully with God for a long time, with relatively few lapses, God wanted to see if Abraham was 

humble enough to continue to obey Him, even when asked to do the most difficult act imaginable.

2.  Abraham decided to obey God, confident that somehow He would make everything right.  He set out with 

the boy for Moriah.

3.  Isaac questioned Abraham about the lamb for the offering, seeing that they had everything else necessary 

for a sacrifice.  Abraham gave a prophetic answer:  "God will provide himself the lamb for a burnt offering."  

This answer reflects Abraham's trust in God to participate in this act of worship.  He did not feel alone and 

abandoned by God.

4.  At the final moment, the Lord prevented Abraham from sacrificing his son.  Satisfied that Abraham's faith 

was strong and true, He provided a ram stuck in a thorn bush for the burnt offering.  Abraham named that place 

"The Lord will provide."  The name itself became prophetic.  Abraham could see ahead to a day when God 

would indeed provide a Lamb for the proper worship of Him by Israel and by the whole world.  It became the 

site, later in the history of Israel, of the Temple in Jerusalem.  The Temple was the place where Israel sacrificed 

animals to God; the Temple was a foreshadowing  of Jesus, the Lamb God provided for the final and eternal 

sacrifice.

5.  God, seeing that Abraham did not withhold anything from Him, swore an oath that He would bless all the 

families of the earth through Abraham.  This oath made the covenant irrevocable.  This was the moment in 

human history when God ratified His plan to restore the human race to Himself, to overcome the rebellion in 

Eden, to replace the curse with a blessing.

6.  Abraham's act of obedience transformed him into a man who, in his human life, bore the likeness of God 

Himself.  God would one day give up His own Son to ransom the world.  Abraham is an example of what 

obedience to God produces in humans - the glory of the divine nature.  As a result of his encounter with God on 

Moriah, Abraham's heart was set on heaven.  He understood that on this earth, he was a stranger and sojourner.  

Those who set their sights on the "better country" of the city of God become His friends, just like Abraham.

A Message from the Authors

Are you enjoying our study? Would you like this important service to continue? If so, please be aware that 

Catholic Exchange is a non-profit charitable organization totally dependent on your financial support to maintain 

both our website and our groundbreaking Catholic Scripture Study.  So please make an on-line donation with your 

credit card at www.catholicexchange.com, call 1-888-477-1982, or mail as generous a donation as possible to: 

Catholic Exchange 

P.O. Box 231820 

Encinitas, CA 92023 

Thank you for making the Word of God available to anyone who wants it anywhere in the world. 


