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Introduction to Genesis Part II
The first half of Genesis is wound tight like a spring, packed full of information about our beginnings and 

containing what amounts to a blueprint for the rest of salvation history.  God's promise to Abraham would unfold 

in stages over time under covenants made with Moses and David, and would be fulfilled in the New Covenant of 

Jesus Christ.  It takes the rest of the Bible to accomplish this, but all the seeds are planted in God's covenant with 

Abraham.  The time between Abraham and Moses is a time of incubation; the future nation of Israel lies nascent in 

the family of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  The remainder of Genesis concerns itself with the germination of this 

seed, and its development to the point where it is ready - both in size and spirit - to be made into a nation.  Like all 

germinations, it is a quiet time.  Gone is the bustle of the preceding chapters.  Individual stories are fleshed out and 

we see in Isaac, Jacob, and Joseph various aspects of living by faith.  They are stewards of the Covenant.  God 

reveals Himself from time to time and re-confirms his promises but no real changes are made to His promise.  

Throughout the story His hand can be seen in the background, moving in concert with men to achieve His plan.

In order for Israel to become a nation, what now is a family of three people must grow to enough people to conquer 

and fill the land of Canaan.  It will take several hundred years to get to that point.  For now, Genesis slows down to 

a narrative showing how the nation of Israel was founded on Isaac's second son Jacob (renamed Israel) and his 12 

sons and their families.  We move with the budding chosen people into a time of waiting.  The pace will be slower 

but it gives us an opportunity to look at individual lives lived within the context of the Covenant Promises and to 

see how God molds them even as He makes them partners in His plan.

Outline of Study
Lesson 18 - Isaac: The Blessing Passed Down (Genesis 24-26)

Lesson 19 - Jacob: Chosen by God (Genesis 27-28)

Lesson 20 - Jacob in Haran: Growth and Testing (Genesis 29-31)

Lesson 21 - "El Elohe Israel" (Genesis 32-33)

Lesson 22 - Return to Bethel, House of God (Genesis 34-36)

Lesson 23 - Joseph Imprisoned: Grace Under Fire (Genesis 37-40)

Lesson 24 - Joseph Raised to Power (Genesis 41:1-43:14)

Lesson 25 - Reconciliation and Reunion (Genesis 43:15-45:8)

Lesson 26 - Israel Settles in Egypt (Genesis 45:9-47:27)

Lesson 27 - Jacob Blesses His Sons: the End of an Era  (Genesis 47:28-50:26)
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Introduction

Genesis 24

1 Now Abraham was old, well advanced in years; and the LORD had blessed Abraham in all things. 2 And 

Abraham said to his servant, the oldest of his house, who had charge of all that he had, "Put your hand under 

my thigh, 3 and I will make you swear by the LORD, the God of heaven and of the earth, that you will not take 

a wife for my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, among whom I dwell, 4 but will go to my country and 

to my kindred, and take a wife for my son Isaac." 5 The servant said to him, "Perhaps the woman may not be 

willing to follow me to this land; must I then take your son back to the land from which you came?" 6 

Abraham said to him, "See to it that you do not take my son back there. 7 The LORD, the God of heaven, who 

took me from my father's house and from the land of my birth, and who spoke to me and swore to me, 'To your 

descendants I will give this land,' he will send his angel before you, and you shall take a wife for my son from

In the last lesson of Part I we read what is surely the climax of the book of Genesis.  Everything has been leading 

up to the moment when Abraham throws himself on God's mercy and does the unthinkable:  in obedience to God, 

he offers on an altar his only son, the very son God promised to build a nation from and use to bless the world.  

The trial is too painful, and the outcome too glorious, for us to take in all at once.  "At last!" we cry; someone has 

stepped up to the plate.  A son of Adam has stood fast on the Word of God against claims of the Enemy; he has 

believed God's promises against all evidence to the contrary; he has obeyed to the point of giving up something 

more important to him than life itself.  No wonder James says that Abraham "was called God's friend (Jas. 2:23)."  

"God's friend."  Don't miss the significance of those words.  Do you remember what happened as a result of the 

Fall?  Adam and Eve lost God's friendship.  In Abraham we see that friendship restored.  Things are starting to turn 

around.

In chapter 24, the focus shifts away from Abraham and rests briefly on his son Isaac, who by this time is 40 years 

old.  Isaac is the original "son of the promise," and must have been deeply affected by his experience on Mt. 

Moriah.  What is he like? we wonder.  Does he know God as Abraham does?  How will he fare in his role as 

covenant-keeper or steward of the promise?

The sacred author is less interested in these things than we are.  Isaac's role in God's plan seems to be limited to 

being a willing sacrifice and then faithfully passing on the covenant blessings:  even though he lives to be 180, the 

narration of the next 10 chapters focuses on his son Jacob, who will father the 12 tribes of Israel.  This lesson looks 

at the circumstances of Isaac's marriage to Rebekah; the birth of and conflict between their sons Jacob and Esau; 

and incidents in Isaac's life that mirror Abraham's experience.  Through it all, it is apparent that God is working - 

however subtly - to achieve His plan.

Read Genesis 24 all the way through at least once, then answer the questions on the text that follow.
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Genesis 24 (cont.)

there. 8 But if the woman is not willing to follow you, then you will be free from this oath of mine; only you 

must not take my son back there." 9 So the servant put his hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and 

swore to him concerning this matter. 10  Then the servant took ten of his master's camels and departed, taking 

all sorts of choice gifts from his master; and he arose, and went to Mesopotamia, to the city of Nahor. 11 And 

he made the camels kneel down outside the city by the well of water at the time of evening, the time when 

women go out to draw water. 12 And he said, "O LORD, God of my master Abraham, grant me success today, 

I pray thee, and show steadfast love to my master Abraham. 13 Behold, I am standing by the spring of water, 

and the daughters of the men of the city are coming out to draw water. 14 Let the maiden to whom I shall say, 

'Pray let down your jar that I may drink,' and who shall say, 'Drink, and I will water your camels--let her be 

the one whom thou hast appointed for thy servant Isaac. By this I shall know that thou hast shown steadfast 

love to my master." 15  Before he had done speaking, behold, Rebekah, who was born to Bethuel the son of 

Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham's brother, came out with her water jar upon her shoulder. 16 The maiden 

was very fair to look upon, a virgin, whom no man had known. She went down to the spring, and filled her jar, 

and came up. 17 Then the servant ran to meet her, and said, "Pray give me a little water to drink from your 

jar."  18 She said, "Drink, my lord"; and she quickly let down her jar upon her hand, and gave him a drink. 19 

When she had finished giving him a drink, she said, "I will draw for your camels also, until they have done 

drinking." 20 So she quickly emptied her jar into the trough and ran again to the well to draw, and she drew 

for all his camels. 21 The man gazed at her in silence to learn whether the LORD had prospered his journey or 

not. 22  When the camels had done drinking, the man took a gold ring weighing a half shekel, and two 

bracelets for her arms weighing ten gold shekels, 23 and said, "Tell me whose daughter you are. Is there room 

in your father's house for us to lodge in?" 24 She said to him, "I am the daughter of Bethuel the son of Milcah, 

whom she bore to Nahor." 25 She added, "We have both straw and provender enough, and room to lodge in." 

26 The man bowed his head and worshiped the LORD, 27 and said, "Blessed be the LORD, the God of my 

master Abraham, who has not forsaken his steadfast love and his faithfulness toward my master. As for me, 

the LORD has led me in the way to the house of my master's kinsmen." 28  Then the maiden ran and told her 

mother's household about these things. 29 Rebekah had a brother whose name was Laban; and Laban ran out 

to the man, to the spring. 30 When he saw the ring, and the bracelets on his sister's arms, and when he heard 

the words of Rebekah his sister, "Thus the man spoke to me," he went to the man; and behold, he was standing 

by the camels at the spring. 31 He said, "Come in, O blessed of the LORD; why do you stand outside? For I 

have prepared the house and a place for the camels." 32 So the man came into the house; and Laban ungirded 

the camels, and gave him straw and provender for the camels, and water to wash his feet and the feet of the 

men who were with him. 33  Then food was set before him to eat; but he said, "I will not eat until I have told 

my errand." He said, "Speak on." 34  So he said, "I am Abraham's servant. 35 The LORD has greatly blessed 

my master, and he has become great; he has given him flocks and herds, silver and gold, menservants and 

maidservants, camels and asses. 36 And Sarah my master's wife bore a son to my master when she was old; 

and to him he has given all that he has. 37 My master made me swear, saying, 'You shall not take a wife for 

my son from the daughters of the Canaanites, in whose land I dwell; 38 but you shall go to my father's house 

and to my kindred, and take a wife for my son.' 39 I said to my master, 'Perhaps the woman will not follow 

me.' 40 But he said to me, 'The LORD, before whom I walk, will send his angel with you and prosper your 

way; and you shall take a wife for my son from my kindred and from my father's house; 41 then you will be 

free from my oath, when you come to my kindred; and if they will not give her to you, you will be free from
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Genesis 24 (cont.)

my oath.' 42  "I came today to the spring, and said, 'O LORD, the God of my master Abraham, if now thou 

wilt prosper the way which I go, 43 behold, I am standing by the spring of water; let the young woman who 

comes out to draw, to whom I shall say, "Pray give me a little water from your jar to drink," 44 and who will 

say to me, "Drink, and I will draw for your camels also," let her be the woman whom the LORD has appointed 

for my master's son.' 45  "Before I had done speaking in my heart, behold, Rebekah came out with her water 

jar on her shoulder; and she went down to the spring, and drew. I said to her, 'Pray let me drink.' 46 She 

quickly let down her jar from her shoulder, and said, 'Drink, and I will give your camels drink also.' So I 

drank, and she gave the camels drink also. 47 Then I asked her, 'Whose daughter are you?' She said, The 

daughter of Bethuel, Nahor's son, whom Milcah bore to him.' So I put the ring on her nose, and the bracelets 

on her arms. 48 Then I bowed my head and worshiped the LORD, and blessed the LORD, the God of my 

master Abraham, who had led me by the right way to take the daughter of my master's kinsman for his son. 49 

Now then, if you will deal loyally and truly with my master, tell me; and if not, tell me; that I may turn to the 

right hand or to the left." 50  Then Laban and Bethuel answered, "The thing comes from the LORD; we 

cannot speak to you bad or good. 51 Behold, Rebekah is before you, take her and go, and let her be the wife of 

your master's son, as the LORD has spoken." 52  When Abraham's servant heard their words, he bowed 

himself to the earth before the LORD. 53 And the servant brought forth jewelry of silver and of gold, and 

raiment, and gave them to Rebekah; he also gave to her brother and to her mother costly ornaments. 54 And 

he and the men who were with him ate and drank, and they spent the night there. When they arose in the 

morning, he said, "Send me back to my master." 55 Her brother and her mother said, "Let the maiden remain 

with us a while, at least ten days; after that she may go." 56 But he said to them, "Do not delay me, since the 

LORD has prospered my way; let me go that I may go to my master." 57 They said, "We will call the maiden, 

and ask her." 58 And they called Rebekah, and said to her, "Will you go with this man?" She said, "I will go." 

59 So they sent away Rebekah their sister and her nurse, and Abraham's servant and his men. 60 And they 

blessed Rebekah, and said to her, "Our sister, be the mother of thousands of ten thousands; and may your 

descendants possess the gate of those who hate them!" 61 Then Rebekah and her maids arose, and rode upon 

the camels and followed the man; thus the servant took Rebekah, and went his way. 62  Now Isaac had come 

from Beer-lahai-roi, and was dwelling in the Negeb. 63 And Isaac went out to meditate in the field in the 

evening; and he lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, there were camels coming. 64 And Rebekah lifted 

up her eyes, and when she saw Isaac, she alighted from the camel, 65 and said to the servant, "Who is the man 

yonder, walking in the field to meet us?"  The servant said, "It is my master." So she took her veil and covered 

herself. 66 And the servant told Isaac all the things that he had done. 67 Then Isaac brought her into the tent, 

and took Rebekah, and she became his wife; and he loved her. So Isaac was comforted after his mother's 

death.
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Questions on the Text

Isaac and Rebekah

Read Genesis 24

1.  The servant Abraham entrusts with finding a bride for Isaac is probably Eliezer of Damascus, mentioned in 

Gen. 15:2.  By asking him to put his hand under Abraham's thigh, Abraham was binding him in a strong and 

solemn oath to follow his directions exactly.  What are Abraham's chief concerns in sending his servant to his 

relatives?  Which of these concerns is to take precedence, should the woman be unwilling to return with the 

servant?

2.  What does this show about the character of the woman Abraham would like to find?  What does it reveal about 

Abraham's trust in God?

3.  What evidence can you find that God has indeed "sent his angel" ahead of Abraham's servant?  In other words, 

what details suggest that God is steering events?

4.  What kind of person is Rebekah?  Write down everything you can discover about her.

Read Genesis 25 all the way through at least once, then answer the questions on the text that follow.

Genesis 25

1 Abraham took another wife, whose name was Keturah. 2 She bore him Zimran, Jokshan, Medan, Midian, 

Ishbak, and Shuah. 3 Jokshan was the father of Sheba and Dedan. The sons of Dedan were Asshurim, 

Letushim, and Le-ummim. 4 The sons of Midian were Ephah, Epher, Hanoch, Abida, and Eldaah. All these 

were the children of Keturah. 5 Abraham gave all he had to Isaac. 6 But to the sons of his concubines Abraham 

gave gifts, and while he was still living he sent them away from his son Isaac, eastward to the east country. 7  

These are the days of the years of Abraham's life, a hundred and seventy-five years. 8 Abraham breathed his 

last and died in a good old age, an old man and full of years, and was gathered to his people. 9 Isaac and 

Ishmael his sons buried him in the cave of Mach-pelah, in the field of Ephron the son of Zohar the Hittite, east 

of Mamre, 10 the field which Abraham purchased from the Hittites. There Abraham was buried, with Sarah his 

wife. 11 After the death of Abraham God blessed Isaac his son. And Isaac dwelt at Beer-lahai-roi. 12  These 

are the descendants of Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the Egyptian, Sarah's maid, bore to Abraham. 13  

These are the names of the sons of Ishmael, named in the order of their birth: Nebaioth, the first-born of 

Ishmael; and Kedar, Adbeel, Mibsam, 14 Mishma, Dumah, Massa, 15 Hadad, Tema, Jetur, Naphish, and 

Kedemah. 16 These are the sons of Ishmael and these are their names, by their villages and by their 

encampments, twelve princes according to their tribes. 17 (These are the years of the life of Ishmael, a hundred 

and thirty-seven years; he breathed his last and died, and was gathered to his kindred.) 18 They dwelt from 

Havilah to Shur, which is opposite Egypt in the direction of Assyria; he settled over against all his people. 19  

These are the descendants of Isaac, Abraham's son: Abraham was the father of Isaac, 20 and Isaac was forty 

years old when he took to wife Rebekah, the daughter of Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of 

Laban the Aramean. 21 And Isaac prayed to the LORD for his wife, because she was barren; and the LORD 

granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. 22 The children struggled together within her; and she 

said, "If it is thus, why do I live?"  So she went to inquire of the LORD. 23 And the LORD said to her, "Two 

nations are in your womb, and two peoples, born of you, shall be divided; the one shall be stronger than the
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Questions on the Text

The Death of Abraham

Read Genesis 25:1-18

5.  The lists of descendants of Abraham through Keturah and Ishmael show that God is fulfilling His promise to 

Abraham to give him a multitude of descendants and to make Ishmael the father of nations as well.  How does this 

chapter make it clear that of all his descendants, Isaac is the true heir?

6.  Why do you suppose God chose just one of Abraham's sons, Isaac, and excluded the others?  Does that suggest 

an unfair partiality on His part?

Genesis 25 (cont.)

other, the elder shall serve the younger." 24 When her days to be delivered were fulfilled, behold, there were 

twins in her womb. 25 The first came forth red, all his body like a hairy mantle; so they called his name Esau. 

26 Afterward his brother came forth, and his hand had taken hold of Esau's heel; so his name was called Jacob.  

Isaac was sixty years old when she bore them. 27  When the boys grew up, Esau was a skilful hunter, a man of 

the field, while Jacob was a quiet man, dwelling in tents.  28 Isaac loved Esau, because he ate of his game; but 

Rebekah loved Jacob. 29  Once when Jacob was boiling pottage, Esau came in from the field, and he was 

famished. 30 And Esau said to Jacob, "Let me eat some of that red pottage, for I am famished!" (Therefore his 

name was called Edom.) 31 Jacob said, "First sell me your birthright." 32 Esau said, "I am about to die; of 

what use is a birthright to me?" 33  Jacob said, "Swear to me first."  So he swore to him, and sold his birthright 

to Jacob.  34 Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentils, and he ate and drank, and rose and went his 

way. Thus Esau despised his birthright.

The Birth of Jacob and Esau

Read Genesis 25:19-26

7.  Gen. 25:21 says that "Isaac prayed to the Lord on behalf of his wife, because she was barren.  The LORD 

answered his prayer..."  Read vss. 20 and 26.  How many years did Isaac pray for Rebekah?  What might have 

given him that kind of persistence in prayer?  Why might God have taken so long in answering?

8.  How does Rebekah respond to the fact that her sons are struggling, even before birth, in her womb?  What does 

she learn?

9.  What does the way Jacob was born (and consequently the meaning of his name) suggest about the type of man 

he would be?

10.  Read Romans 9:6b-16, especially vv. 10-13.  According to the Apostle Paul, what was God's choice of Jacob 

based on?  Was God's choice of Jacob over Esau to father His people a result of any merit on Jacob's part?  How 

do you know?  What does God's choice depend on, and what does His selection of the younger brother show?
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Questions on the Text (cont.)

Esau Sells His Birthright

Read Genesis 25:27-34

11.  Ancient laws directed that the birthright - which included the right to at least a double portion of the father's 

inheritance, as well as the position of superiority and leadership over any siblings after the father's death - 

belonged to the first-born son.  Does Esau seem to appreciate the value of his birthright?  Why or why not?  

Contrast his priorities with Jacob's.

Read Genesis 26 all the way through at least once in your own Bible; for the sake of space it is not included here.  

Then answer the questions on the text that follow.

Isaac and Abimelech

Read Genesis 26

[The events recorded here may be a flashback to a time before Esau and Jacob are born.]

12.  To a nomadic wanderer like Isaac, it would be natural to live where food was available, and move when it was 

not.  His father Abraham moved to Egypt during an earlier famine, and Isaac here begins to follow in his footsteps.  

Why did God stop him?  What did He promise if Isaac stayed?

13.  According to vs. 5, why is God confirming His promise?

14.  The Abimilech here is quite possibly the same Abimilech we read of in the account of Abraham.  Review 

Gen. 20 along with Gen. 21:22-23.  Why do you suppose Abimilech protects Isaac and Rebekah (Gen. 25:11) 

when he might have retaliated against Isaac?

15.  How does Isaac handle disputes over water rights in the area Abimelech had allowed Abraham to live in?  

How does God reward him?

16.  In vs. 24, the LORD appears to Isaac.  How does God identify Himself to Isaac?  Based on these words alone, 

what can you tell about the kind of God He is?
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Questions for Reflection

One of the best ways to meditate on God's Word is to take it deeply into your life through memorization.  The 

suggested memory verse is always highlighted in the text (see Genesis 25 in this lesson).  You may also choose 

one of your own.  For further reflection, consider these:

1.  The prayers of Abraham's servant reveal a man with a personal knowledge of God, shown in his complete trust 

that God is able to act on behalf of Abraham.  Think about the way he prayed:  before looking for Rebekah, for 

guidance and for the success of what he knew was God's will; and after God answered, to thank and worship God 

for His faithfulness and kindness.  Do you need God's direction?  Take time to sit before Him and contemplate His 

character and promises before you ask for help.  Make a point of thanking Him after He answers, and spending 

time to develop your friendship with Him.

2.  It is inconceivable to us that Esau would sell his birthright - the rights to his inheritance and position within the 

family - for a single meal.  But Paul warned the Hebrews in Heb. 12 not to be godless like Esau and trade away 

their birthright (they apparently were tempted to compromise their faith to avoid persecution), but to persevere in 

holiness.  Have you ever been tempted to throw away your status as God's child for some physical need or desire, 

or to deny your faith out of fear of what others will think?  What is important to you:  the temporal "now" or the 

eternal?

3.  Jacob's name means "supplanter" or "deceiver," and certainly he schemes to take advantage of his brother to 

get the birthright.  God can't have approved Jacob's methods, yet He fulfills His plan in him anyway.  Are you 

troubled by God using sinners to advance His purposes?  That is the glory of the gospel:  we all sin, yet God uses 

us as His agents in the world.  Pay attention as the story of Jacob unfolds, and watch God mold him by events as 

the years pass.
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Opportunities for Additional Study 

Points to Ponder

Lesson 18     Genesis • 

The life of Isaac seems insignificant next to the careers of his father Abraham and his son Jacob.  There are few 

chapters of Scripture devoted to Isaac, and most of his story is entwined with the story of the other Patriarchs.  

Even the Catechism moves from "God chooses Abraham" (59-61) to "God forms his people Israel" (62-64) 

without mentioning Isaac by name.  Yet he is a Patriarch, his name forever included when Israelites call on the 

name of God, the father of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.  

Isaac's main role seems to be one of a bridge between Abraham, father of those who believe, and Jacob, father of 

Israel.  Isaac safeguards and transmits the promise through his own faithful obedience.  He embodies the 

continuity of God's promise, the link through whom it passes from generation to generation.  But there is more 

significance to him than that:

1.  Isaac waits for God's promise, as indeed do all of the Patriarchs.  Those 20 years spent praying for a son not 

only helped form Isaac in faith, they became an example for Israel as it waited for God's promised Messiah.  As it 

is pointed out in Dei Verbum, "through the patriarchs...[God] taught this nation to acknowledge Himself as the 

one living and true God,...and to wait for the Savior promised by Him.  In this manner He prepared the way for the 

gospel down through the centuries (DV3)."

2.  Isaac is also the fruit, the evidence of God's promise.  He is the impossible child, born of two people well past 

the age of childbearing.  His name means "laughter," and his name is a perpetual reminder that God promises the 

impossible and keeps His promises.

3.  And as the obedient son of the promise, Isaac prefigures Jesus Christ, the promised Son of God.  He walked 

willingly and obediently up the hill to be sacrificed, even as Christ would so many years later.   His life is a living 

testimony to "the God who gives life to the dead and calls things that are not as though they were (Rom. 4:17)."  

He is the loving son and father and husband, the obedient son through whom God pours His blessing on a nation 

and on the world.
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Summary

In this lesson, we observed that:

Lesson 18    Genesis • 

1.  Abraham continued to show faith that God would take an active role in establishing His family when he sent 

his servant to obtain a wife for Isaac from among his people.

2.  God chose Rebekah, a woman who was ready to leave her home for a strange land and unknown husband 

God chose for her, to mother the father of the future nation of Israel.

3.  God's blessing fell on Isaac after Abraham's death.

4.  God did not immediately keep His promise to give Isaac children, but answered only after 20 years of 

waiting on God showed that the promise would come by grace, not by man's effort.

5.  Just as He chose Isaac over his older brother Ishmael, God chose Isaac's younger son Jacob to succeed him 

as patriarch.  He revealed to Rebekah that she was bearing twins who would always be at odds and that the 

younger would be stronger than - and be served by - the older.  This illustrates the principle of election, 

whereby God chooses not based on natural birthright or man's effort or deeds but based on His sovereign will 

and mercy.

6.  The covenant promises God made to Abraham because of his obedient faith, God confirmed to Isaac for 

Abraham's sake.  The promises are to continue through Isaac as he continues obedient to God's direction to stay 

in the land of promise even though circumstances tempt him to leave.

7.  God remained with Isaac and blessed him as He was with Abraham and blessed him; a fact that was clear 

even to the Philistine king Abimelech.  God is continuing to forge a personal relationship with a family He is 

building for Himself.

A Message from the Authors

Are you enjoying our study? Would you like this important service to continue? If so, please be aware that 

Catholic Exchange is a non-profit charitable organization totally dependent on your financial support to maintain 

both our website and our groundbreaking Catholic Scripture Study.  So please make an on-line donation with your 

credit card at www.catholicexchange.com, call 1-888-477-1982, or mail as generous a donation as possible to: 

Catholic Exchange 

P.O. Box 231820 

Encinitas, CA 92023 

Thank you for making the Word of God available to anyone who wants it anywhere in the world. 


