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Introduction

Genesis 27

1 When Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called Esau his older son, and said to 

him, "My son"; and he answered, "Here I am." 2 He said, "Behold, I am old; I do not know the day of my 

death. 3 Now then, take your weapons, your quiver and your bow, and go out to the field, and hunt game for 

me, 4 and prepare for me savory food, such as I love, and bring it to me that I may eat; that I may bless you 

before I die." 5 Now Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son Esau.  So when Esau went to the field 

to hunt for game and bring it, 6 Rebekah said to her son Jacob, "I heard your father speak to your brother Esau, 

7 'Bring me game, and prepare for me savory food, that I may eat it, and bless you before the LORD before I 

The last lesson gave us a brief but pointed introduction to Isaac's sons Jacob and Esau.  Few details are given of 

their lives before chapter 27 picks up their story 40 years after their birth.  But the circumstances surrounding their 

birth and naming and the way Jacob obtained the birthright speak volumes about the two boys and prepare us for 

what happens next.

The word for "birthright" in Hebrew is bekorah;  "blessing" is berakah.  Throughout this account, the sacred author 

plays the two words and ideas against each other.  They both involve the inheritance of the "firstborn," which was 

a position or title and not just a word denoting birth order.  The firstborn became head of the family on his father's 

death, and as such was both leader and spiritual head of the tribe.  He received a double portion of his father's 

inheritance (cf. Deut 21:17) along with a blessing:  in this case leadership, prosperity and - the ultimate blessing - 

God's promises originally given to Abraham.

The word God gave to Rebekah about her sons was born out in their temperaments and actions.  Esau, who by all 

rights should have received the birthright and accompanying blessing, did not appreciate either the position or the 

privileges associated with it or he would not have held it so lightly as to sell it for a bowl of stew.  And Jacob 

stepped solidly into his name "he supplants," as he first bought the birthright and then deceived Isaac into blessing 

him over his older brother, thus legally sealing the transfer of position and inheritance.

Isaac's role in the drama is not often mentioned, but it must be asked why, knowing God's words to Rebekah, he 

determined to bless Esau.  His haste and secrecy in arranging the blessing seem out of place for such a grave 

occasion.  Clearly Isaac loves his eldest son - and just as clearly, God intends to bless and promote the younger.  

While Scripture does not justify Rebekah's scheme or Jacob's deception, God uses them to further His plan to 

elevate the undeserving Jacob.  The birthright, inheritance, and blessing all are gifts of God, given by His grace 

and not due to any merit on the part of the recipient.

Read Genesis 27 all the way through at least once, then answer the questions that follow. 



Lesson 19    Genesis

2

© copyright 2001 Gayle Somers and Sarah Christmyer  •  Distributed by www.catholicexchange.com  • 

Genesis 27 (cont.)

8 Now therefore, my son, obey my word as I command you. 9 Go to the flock, and fetch me two good kids, 

that I may prepare from them savory food for your father, such as he loves; 10 and you shall bring it to your 

father to eat, so that he may bless you before he dies." 11 But Jacob said to Rebekah his mother, "Behold, my 

brother Esau is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man. 12 Perhaps my father will feel me, and I shall seem to be 

mocking him, and bring a curse upon myself and not a blessing." 13 His mother said to him, "Upon me be 

your curse, my son; only obey my word, and go, fetch them to me." 14 So he went and took them and brought 

them to his mother; and his mother prepared savory food, such as his father loved. 15 Then Rebekah took the 

best garments of Esau her older son, which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her younger 

son; 16 and the skins of the kids she put upon his hands and upon the smooth part of his neck; 17 and she gave 

the savory food and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. 18 So he went in to his 

father, and said, "My father"; and he said, "Here I am; who are you, my son?" 19 Jacob said to his father, "I 

am Esau your first-born. I have done as you told me; now sit up and eat of my game, that you may bless me." 

20 But Isaac said to his son, "How is it that you have found it so quickly, my son?" He answered, "Because 

the LORD your God granted me success." 21 Then Isaac said to Jacob, "Come near, that I may feel you, my 

son, to know whether you are really my son Esau or not." 22 So Jacob went near to Isaac his father, who felt 

him and said, "The voice is Jacob's voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau." 23 And he did not recognize 

him, because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau's hands; so he blessed him. 24  He said, "Are you 

really my son Esau?" He answered, "I am." 25 Then he said, "Bring it to me, that I may eat of my son's game 

and bless you." So he brought it to him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank. 26 Then his father 

Isaac said to him, "Come near and kiss me, my son." 27 So he came near and kissed him; and he smelled the 

smell of his garments, and blessed him, and said, "See, the smell of my son is as the smell of a field which the 

LORD has blessed! 28 May God give you of the dew of heaven, and of the fatness of the earth, and plenty of 

grain and wine. 29 Let peoples serve you, and nations bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, and may 

your mother's sons bow down to you. Cursed be every one who curses you, and blessed be every one who 

blesses you!" 30  As soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, when Jacob had scarcely gone out from the 

presence of Isaac his father, Esau his brother came in from his hunting. 31 He also prepared savory food, and 

brought it to his father. And he said to his father, "Let my father arise, and eat of his son's game, that you may 

bless me." 32 His father Isaac said to him, "Who are you?" He answered, "I am your son, your first-born, 

Esau." 33 Then Isaac trembled violently, and said, "Who was it then that hunted game and brought it to me, 

and I ate it all before you came, and I have blessed him?--yes, and he shall be blessed." 34 When Esau heard 

the words of his father, he cried out with an exceedingly great and bitter cry, and said to his father, "Bless me, 

even me also, O my father!" 35 But he said, "Your brother came with guile, and he has taken away your 

blessing." 36 Esau said, "Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has supplanted me these two times. He took 

away my birthright; and behold, now he has taken away my blessing." Then he said, "Have you not reserved a 

blessing for me?" 37 Isaac answered Esau, "Behold, I have made him your lord, and all his brothers I have 

given to him for servants, and with grain and wine I have sustained him. What then can I do for you, my son?" 

38 Esau said to his father, "Have you but one blessing, my father? Bless me, even me also, O my father." And 

Esau lifted up his voice and wept. 39  Then Isaac his father answered him: "Behold, away from the fatness of 

the earth shall your dwelling be, and away from the dew of heaven on high. 40 By your sword you shall live, 

and you shall serve your brother; but when you break loose you shall break his yoke from your neck." 41  

Now Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had blessed him, and Esau said to



Lesson 19    Genesis

3

© copyright 2001 Gayle Somers and Sarah Christmyer  •  Distributed by www.catholicexchange.com  • 

Genesis 27 (cont.)

himself, "The days of mourning for my father are approaching; then I will kill my brother Jacob." 42 But the 

words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah; so she sent and called Jacob her younger son, and said to 

him, "Behold, your brother Esau comforts himself by planning to kill you. 43 Now therefore, my son, obey 

my voice; arise, flee to Laban my brother in Haran, 44 and stay with him a while, until your brother's fury 

turns away; 45 until your brother's anger turns away, and he forgets what you have done to him; then I will 

send, and fetch you from there. Why should I be bereft of you both in one day?" 46  Then Rebekah said to 

Isaac, "I am weary of my life because of the Hittite women. If Jacob marries one of the Hittite women such as 

these, one of the women of the land, what good will my life be to me?"

Questions on the Text

Jacob Steals Isaac's Blessing

Read Genesis 27:1-29

1.  Jacob has traded with Esau for the birthright; now he goes for the blessing.  Did Jacob have any rights, 

humanly speaking, to these things?  Why do you think Rebekah pushed Jacob to deceive Isaac and get the 

blessing?

2.   a.  Have you read elsewhere in Genesis of someone trying to achieve God's will and purpose through his or her 

own efforts?  What were the results?  b. Do you think Rebekah's actions are justified?  Why or why not?

3.  Isaac unwittingly blesses Jacob in vss. 27-29.  Describe the blessing he gives.  Are any elements similar to 

those of God's blessing on Abraham in Gen. 12:2-3?

Esau Pleads for a Blessing

Read Genesis 27:30-40

4.   a.  How does Esau react to his brother's deception?  Does he repent of despising his birthright?  (See also Heb. 

12:16-17.)  b.  Are Esau's pleas effective?  Why or why not?

5.  Compare Esau's blessing to Jacob's.  How are they similar or different?

6.  Heb. 11:20 puts an interesting twist on the Heb. 11:1 definition of faith (being sure of what we hope for and 

certain of what we do not see) when you consider Isaac's blindness.  Copy down Heb. 11:20.    In what way is 

Isaac's blessing of his sons inspired by faith?

Esau's Plot

Read Genesis 27:41-46

7.  How does Esau deal with his frustration and anguish over losing the birthright and blessing? 

8.   a.  In vs. 45, Rebekah asks, "why should I be bereft of you both in one day?"  What does she mean?  How does 

Rebekah save both her sons from Esau's wrathful plot? b.  What justification for sending Jacob to Laban does 

Rebekah give to Isaac?

Read Genesis 28 all the way through at least once, then answer the questions that follow.



Lesson 19    Genesis

4

© copyright 2001 Gayle Somers and Sarah Christmyer  •  Distributed by www.catholicexchange.com  • 

Genesis 28

1 Then Isaac called Jacob and blessed him, and charged him, "You shall not marry one of the Canaanite 

women. 2 Arise, go to Paddan-aram to the house of Bethuel your mother's father; and take as wife from there 

one of the daughters of Laban your mother's brother. 3 God Almighty bless you and make you fruitful and 

multiply you, that you may become a company of peoples. 4 May he give the blessing of Abraham to you and 

to your descendants with you, that you may take possession of the land of your sojournings which God gave to 

Abraham!" 5 Thus Isaac sent Jacob away; and he went to Paddan-aram to Laban, the son of Bethuel the 

Aramean, the brother of Rebekah, Jacob's and Esau's mother. 6 Now Esau saw that Isaac had blessed Jacob 

and sent him away to Paddan-aram to take a wife from there, and that as he blessed him he charged him, "You 

shall not marry one of the Canaanite women," 7 and that Jacob had obeyed his father and his mother and gone 

to Paddan-aram. 8 So when Esau saw that the Canaanite women did not please Isaac his father, 9 Esau went to 

Ishmael and took to wife, besides the wives he had, Mahalath the daughter of Ishmael Abraham's son, the 

sister of Nebaioth. 10  Jacob left Beer-sheba, and went toward Haran. 11 And he came to a certain place, and 

stayed there that night, because the sun had set. Taking one of the stones of the place, he put it under his head 

and lay down in that place to sleep. 12 And he dreamed that there was a ladder set up on the earth, and the top 

of it reached to heaven; and behold, the angels of God were ascending and descending on it! 13 And behold, 

the LORD stood above it and said, "I am the LORD, the God of Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the 

land on which you lie I will give to you and to your descendants; 14 and your descendants shall be like the 

dust of the earth, and you shall spread abroad to the west and to the east and to the north and to the south; and 

by you and your descendants shall all the families of the earth bless themselves.  15 Behold, I am with you and 

will keep you wherever you go, and will bring you back to this land; for I will not leave you until I have done 

that of which I have spoken to you."  16 Then Jacob awoke from his sleep and said, "Surely the LORD is in 

this place; and I did not know it." 17 And he was afraid, and said, "How awesome is this place! This is none 

other than the house of God, and this is the gate of heaven." 18 So Jacob rose early in the morning, and he took 

the stone which he had put under his head and set it up for a pillar and poured oil on the top of it. 19 He called 

the name of that place Bethel;  but the name of the city was Luz at the first. 20 Then Jacob made a vow, 

saying, "If God will be with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat and 

clothing to wear, 21 so that I come again to my father's house in peace, then the LORD shall be my God, 22 

and this stone, which I have set up for a pillar, shall be God's house; and of all that thou givest me I will give 

the tenth to thee."

Questions on the Text

Jacob Flees to Laban

Read Genesis 28:1-9

9.  Isaac sends Jacob to Paddan Aram to Rebekah's people to find a wife - but not before giving him the full 

covenant blessing God gave to Abraham.  Review Gen. 24:3-8.  What do you think is Isaac's main concern as he 

gives this blessing?

10.  What is Esau's response to this turn of events (vss. 6-9)?
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Questions on the Text (cont.)

Jacob's Dream

Read Genesis 28:10-22

11.  a.  Re-read Gen. 27:20 and 28:3.  By what names does Jacob know God at this point in his life?   b. From 

whom have Jacob's blessings come so far?   c. Has God revealed Himself to Jacob personally? 

12.  Now read the account of Jacob's dream.  By what name does God identify Himself in vs. 13?    What does this 

name reveal to Jacob about who God is?

13.  The ladder described here is probably a ziggurat, the sort of tower built by the people at Babel.  A ziggurat 

was a tall, stepped temple-tower believed to connect heaven and earth - hence the angels ascending and 

descending the steps.  God himself was at the top of the ladder and spoke to Jacob in his dream, a sign that God 

would now be Jacob's God.  What New Testament statement by Jesus recalls this event?  (Read John 1:50-51).

14.  Jacob is running away from his brother and from the Promised Land.  But God meets him where he is, and 

gives Jacob what he needs to take the next step.  How does God extend His promise to cover Jacob's immediate 

future?

15.  What does Jacob vow in return if God keeps His promise?

Questions for Reflection

One of the best ways to meditate on God's Word is to take it deeply into your life through memorization.  The 

suggested memory verse is always highlighted in the text (see Genesis 28 in this lesson).  Or you may choose one 

of your own.  For further reflection, consider these:

1.  Notice the progression of Esau's reaction to Jacob tricking him out of his birthright:  anger and bitterness led to 

hatred and then to a plot to murder.  Are you harboring anger at someone who has wronged you?  Recognize the 

danger unresolved anger and bitterness can cause, and resolve not to "give the devil a foothold" (see Eph. 4:26-32) 

by nurturing them.  Pray that God will give you the grace you need to forgive.

2.  Jacob's dilemma - knowing the birthright and blessing would be his and yet having to wait years for a father 

who preferred his brother - is not unique to him.  Are you growing impatient waiting on God?  Are you tempted to 

take things into your own hands?  It is always better to wait for God's timing and to allow Him to act.  Learn from 

Jacob, as from Abraham and Sarah, that forcing things might bring about the same result but it will not be without 

a cost - and ask them to pray for you that you might learn patience. 
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Nearly 2000 years after the events described here, the word of the Lord came to Israel through the prophet 

Malachi:  "Jacob have I loved, but Esau have I hated (Mal. 1:2)" - this to show Israel how God has loved her, how 

he chose her from among all nations and has cursed those who cursed her (Malachi is referring not to Jacob and 

Esau the men but to Israel and Edom, the nations who came from them). 

It sounds harsh and arbitrary to us, that God "loved" one and "hated" the other even before they were born.  Paul 

takes this up in Romans 9:10-16:  he explains God's hatred for one and love for the other on the basis of election - 

And not only so, but also when Rebecca had conceived children by one man, our forefather Isaac, though they 

were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad, in order that God's purpose of election might continue, 

not because of works but because of his call, she was told, "The elder will serve the younger." As it is written, 

"Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated." 

What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! For he says to Moses, "I will have mercy 

on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion." So it depends not upon man's 

will or exertion, but upon God's mercy. 

That God "loved" Jacob and "hated" Esau means not that Esau (the nation of Edom) was condemned arbitrarily 

but that Jacob (Israel) was chosen, not on the basis of any intrinsic good or merit but by God's sovereign will.  

Remember that all mankind is in a state of separation from God.  All mankind is "hated," if you will, because of 

sin.  But the love and mercy of God are so great that He reached down and chose one of those "hated" ones and 

made his family into a channel of blessing for all the world, so that all men might benefit.  God "chose us in him 

before the foundation of the world," Paul told the Ephesians in Eph. 1:4-6, "that we should be holy and blameless 

before him.  He destined us in love to be his sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, to the 

praise of his glorious grace which he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved."

Throughout Israel's history, God had to remind them again and again that being chosen as His "firstborn" did not 

mean they were better or more deserving of His blessing than anyone else.  They only needed to look at their past 

to see that God does not use human criteria of worthiness.  More often than not He selects the young, the weak, 

the poor, and the undeserving on whom to bestow His grace.  All favor is due to God's great love and grace, and 

not to any merit on our part.
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Catechism Connection
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Excerpted from the Catechism of the Catholic Church:

On the reason God chose Israel:  "In the course of its history, Israel was able to discover that God had only one 

reason to reveal himself to them, a single motive for choosing them from among all peoples as his special 

possession:  his sheer gratuitous love.  And thanks to the prophets Israel understood that it was again out of love 

that God never stopped saving them and pardoning their unfaithfulness and sins." (218)

Rome to Home

Pope John Paul II, in his encyclical letter Dives in Misericordia ("The Mercy of God"), said this about election:

"Connected with the mystery of creation is the mystery of the election, which in a special way shaped the history 

of the people whose spiritual father is Abraham by virtue of his faith. Nevertheless, through this people which 

journeys forward through the history both of the Old Covenant and of the New, that mystery of election refers to 

every man and woman, to the whole great human family. 'I have loved you with an everlasting love, therefore I 

have continued my faithfulness to you.' (56) 'For the mountains may depart...my steadfast love shall not depart 

from you, and my covenant of peace shall not be removed.' (57) This truth, once proclaimed to Israel, involves a 

perspective of the whole history of man, a perspective both temporal and eschatological." (58)
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Summary

In this lesson, we observed that:

Lesson 19    Genesis • 

1.  God chose Jacob, Isaac's younger son, to carry on His plan and promise of blessing.  The fact that Rebekah 

and Jacob schemed and lied to get that blessing does not mean that God approved their methods.  They will 

pay the consequences in their family life, but God in His sovereignty is able to use their actions for good and 

to further His purpose.

2.  Having once rejected his birthright when he sold it to Jacob for a hot meal, Esau was unable to inherit the 

blessing when he wanted it.  

3.  Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau in regard to their future by faith - faith that God would fulfill His covenant 

promises of blessing on his children.

4.  The birthright, inheritance and blessing all are gifts of God, given by His grace and not according to any 

merit on Jacob's part.

5.  God revealed Himself personally in a dream to Jacob on his journey to Haran.  He confirmed the promise 

he'd made to Abraham and extended his promise to cover Jacob during his time away from home.  God will 

be with him and will bring him back and will never leave him before accomplishing what He promised.  That 

knowledge will strengthen Jacob and enable him to face the years and difficulties ahead.

A Message from the Authors

Are you enjoying our study? Would you like this important service to continue? If so, please be aware that 

Catholic Exchange is a non-profit charitable organization totally dependent on your financial support to maintain 

both our website and our groundbreaking Catholic Scripture Study.  So please make an on-line donation with your 

credit card at www.catholicexchange.com, call 1-888-477-1982, or mail as generous a donation as possible to: 

Catholic Exchange 

P.O. Box 231820 

Encinitas, CA 92023 

Thank you for making the Word of God available to anyone who wants it anywhere in the world. 


