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Introduction

Genesis 45:9-28

9 Make haste and go up to my father and say to him, 'Thus says your son Joseph, God has made me lord of all 

Egypt; come down to me, do not tarry; 10 you shall dwell in the land of Goshen, and you shall be near me, you 

and your children and your children's children, and your flocks, your herds, and all that you have; 11 and there 

I will provide for you, for there are yet five years of famine to come; lest you and your household, and all that 

you have, come to poverty.' 12 And now your eyes see, and the eyes of my brother Benjamin see, that it is my 

mouth that speaks to you. 13 You must tell my father of all my splendor in Egypt, and of all that you have 

seen. Make haste and bring my father down here." 14 Then he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck and wept; 

and Benjamin wept upon his neck. 15 And he kissed all his brothers and wept upon them; and after that his 

brothers talked with him. 16  When the report was heard in Pharaoh's house, "Joseph's brothers have come," it 

pleased Pharaoh and his servants well. 17 And Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Say to your brothers, 'Do this: load 

your beasts and go back to the land of Canaan; 18 and take your father and your households, and come to me, 

and I will give you the best of the land of Egypt, and you shall eat the fat of the land.' 19 Command them also, 

'Do this: take wagons from the land of Egypt for your little ones and for your wives, and bring your father, and 

come. 20 Give no thought to your goods, for the best of all the land of Egypt is yours.'" 21  The sons of Israel 

did so; and Joseph gave them wagons, according to the command of Pharaoh, and gave them provisions for the 

Judah’s plea on Benjamin’s behalf revealed a remarkable change of heart.  His cry stands in marked contrast to the 

reasoned argument he gave for Joseph’s life all those years before.  “What will we gain if we kill our brother (Gen. 

37:26)?” has become “please let your servant remain here as my lord’s slave in place of the boy” and “do not let 

me see the misery that would come upon my father.”

Joseph’s reply, full of emotion as he finally reveals his identity, effectively shifts the focus from relationship and 

reconciliation to the larger issue of God’s design.  This is “the account of Jacob,” after all, and Jacob is still the 

head of the family.  Joseph’s saga is revealed as God’s way of saving his family from starvation, of drawing them 

down to Egypt “to preserve for you a remnant on earth and save your lives by a great deliverance (Gen. 47:7).”  

That “great deliverance” points not merely to salvation from famine but to their future “great deliverance” from 

Egypt in the Exodus.

The remaining chapters of Genesis tie up the loose ends and bring the era of the Patriarchs to a close.  They show 

Israel settled in the fertile land of Goshen and explain how they are able to prosper even as the rest of the land 

languishes under the famine.  During this time, the final pieces will be placed in the foundation of what will one 

day become the nation of Israel.

Read the following passage all the way through, at least once, then answer the questions on the text that follow.
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Genesis 45:9-28 (cont.)

journey. 22 To each and all of them he gave festal garments; but to Benjamin he gave three hundred shekels of 

silver and five festal garments. 23 To his father he sent as follows: ten asses loaded with the good things of 

Egypt, and ten she-asses loaded with grain, bread, and provision for his father on the journey. 24 Then he sent 

his brothers away, and as they departed, he said to them, "Do not quarrel on the way." 25 So they went up out 

of Egypt, and came to the land of Canaan to their father Jacob. 26 And they told him, "Joseph is still alive, and 

he is ruler over all the land of Egypt." And his heart fainted, for he did not believe them. 27 But when they 

told him all the words of Joseph, which he had said to them, and when he saw the wagons which Joseph had 

sent to carry him, the spirit of their father Jacob revived; 28 and Israel said, "It is enough; Joseph my son is 

still alive; I will go and see him before I die."

Genesis 46:1-27

1  So Israel took his journey with all that he had, and came to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices to the God of 

his father Isaac. 2 And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night, and said, "Jacob, Jacob." And he said, 

"Here am I." 3 Then he said, "I am God, the God of your father; do not be afraid to go down to Egypt; for I 

will there make of you a great nation. 4 I will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again; 

and Joseph's hand shall close your eyes." 5 Then Jacob set out from Beer-sheba; and the sons of Israel carried 

Jacob their father, their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons which Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6  

They also took their cattle and their goods, which they had gained in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, 

Jacob and all his offspring with him, 7 his sons, and his sons' sons with him, his daughters, and his sons' 

daughters; all his offspring he brought with him into Egypt. 8   Now these are the names of the descendants of 

Israel, who came into Egypt, Jacob and his sons. Reuben, Jacob's first-born, 9 and the sons of Reuben: 

Hanoch, Pallu, Hezron, and Carmi. 10 The sons of Simeon: Jemuel, Jamin, Ohad, Jachin, Zohar, and Shaul, 

the son of a Canaanitish woman. 11 The sons of Levi: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. 12 The sons of Judah: Er, 

Onan, Shelah, Perez, and Zerah (but Er and Onan died in the land of Canaan); and the sons of Perez were 

Hezron and Hamul. 13 The sons of Issachar: Tola, Puvah, Iob, and Shimron. 14 The sons of Zebulun: Sered, 

Elon, and Jahleel 15 (these are the sons of Leah, whom she bore to Jacob in Paddan-aram, together with his 

daughter Dinah; altogether his sons and his daughters numbered thirty-three). 16 The sons of Gad: Ziphion, 

Haggi, Shuni, Ezbon, Eri, Arodi, and Areli. 17 The sons of Asher: Imnah, Ishvah, Ishvi, Beriah, with Serah 

their sister. And the sons of Beriah: Heber and Malchi-el 18 (these are the sons of Zilpah, whom Laban gave 

to Leah his daughter; and these she bore to Jacob--sixteen persons). 19 The sons of Rachel, Jacob's wife: 

Joseph and Benjamin. 20 And to Joseph in the land of Egypt were born Manasseh and Ephraim, whom 

Asenath, the daughter of Potiphera the priest of On, bore to him. 21 And the sons of Benjamin: Bela, Becher, 

Ashbel, Gera, Naaman, Ehi, Rosh, Muppim, Huppim, and Ard 22 (these are the sons of Rachel, who were 

born to Jacob--fourteen persons in all). 23 The sons of Dan: Hushim. 24 The sons of Naphtali: Jahzeel, Guni, 

Jezer, and Shillem 25 (these are the sons of Bilhah, whom Laban gave to Rachel his daughter, and these she 

bore to Jacob--seven persons in all). 26 All the persons belonging to Jacob who came into Egypt, who were 

his own offspring, not including Jacob's sons' wives, were sixty-six persons in all; 27  and the sons of Joseph, 

who were born to him in Egypt, were two; all the persons of the house of Jacob, that came into Egypt, were 

seventy.
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Questions on the Text

1.  What reasons does Joseph give that his family should move to Egypt?

2.  How does God use even Pharaoh to advance His plan?

3.  Why do you think Joseph sends his brothers off with a warning not to quarrel along the way (vs. 24)?

4.  Read the end of vs. 27 and the beginning of vs. 28 closely.  What do you notice about the references to Jacob?

Joseph Provides for His Family

Read Genesis 45:9-28

5.  Even though Jacob’s spirits revived, and he longs to see Joseph, God must urge him not to be afraid (vs. 3).  

Why might Jacob have been afraid to go down to Egypt? (Review Gen. 26:1-6 for help with this.)

6.  Afraid or not, Israel set out for Egypt, stopping first to offer sacrifices to God.  Why do you suppose he chose 

to stop at Beersheba?

7.  This is the last time God speaks to one of the Patriarchs to confirm His promises.  Does anything sound 

familiar to you about this exchange?  (You might want to review Gen. 22:11; 26:23-25; and 28:15.)  What effect 

does the repetition have?

8.  What four things did God promise Jacob, and how might they reassure him?

The Last Promise

Read Genesis 46:1-4

9.  The author of Genesis takes the occasion of this move to Egypt to record a list of all the descendants of Jacob.  

To the Hebrews, 70 was the ideal and complete number:  it is the number of descendants of Noah after the flood, 

corresponding in the ancient world to the 70 nations of the world; it’s also the number of elders of Israel and of the 

disciples of Jesus.  Why do you suppose the author goes to such lengths as counting and dis-counting certain 

people to come up with the number 70 for Jacob’s descendants in Egypt?  Why is this genealogy included here?

Read the following passage all the way through at least once, then answer the questions on the text that follow.

Israel Sets Out For Egypt

Read Genesis 46:5-27

Genesis 46:28-34

28   He sent Judah before him to Joseph, to appear before him in Goshen; and they came into the land of 

Goshen. 29 Then Joseph made ready his chariot and went up to meet Israel his father in Goshen; and he 

presented himself to him, and fell on his neck, and wept on his neck a good while. 30 Israel said to Joseph, 

"Now let me die, since I have seen your face and know that you are still alive." 31 Joseph said to his brothers 

and to his father's household, "I will go up and tell Pharaoh, and will say to him, 'My brothers and my father's 

household, who were in the land of Canaan, have come to me; 32 and the men are shepherds, for they have 

been keepers of cattle; and they have brought their flocks, and their herds, and all that they have.' 33 When 

Pharaoh calls you, and says, 'What is your occupation?' 34 you shall say, 'Your servants have been keepers of 

cattle from our youth even until now, both we and our fathers,' in order that you may dwell in the land of 

Goshen; for every shepherd is an abomination to the Egyptians.
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Genesis 47

1  So Joseph went in and told Pharaoh, "My father and my brothers, with their flocks and herds and all that 

they possess, have come from the land of Canaan; they are now in the land of Goshen." 2 And from among his 

brothers he took five men and presented them to Pharaoh. 3 Pharaoh said to his brothers, "What is your 

occupation?" And they said to Pharaoh, "Your servants are shepherds, as our fathers were." 4 They said to 

Pharaoh, "We have come to sojourn in the land; for there is no pasture for your servants' flocks, for the famine 

is severe in the land of Canaan; and now, we pray you, let your servants dwell in the land of Goshen." 5 Then 

Pharaoh said to Joseph, "Your father and your brothers have come to you. 6 The land of Egypt is before you; 

settle your father and your brothers in the best of the land; let them dwell in the land of Goshen; and if you 

know any able men among them, put them in charge of my cattle." 7  Then Joseph brought in Jacob his father, 

and set him before Pharaoh, and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. 8 And Pharaoh said to Jacob, "How many are the 

days of the years of your life?" 9 And Jacob said to Pharaoh, "The days of the years of my sojourning are a 

hundred and thirty years; few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they have not attained to 

the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their sojourning." 10 And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, 

and went out from the presence of Pharaoh. 11 Then Joseph settled his father and his brothers, and gave them 

a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh had commanded. 

12 And Joseph provided his father, his brothers, and all his father's household with food, according to the 

number of their dependents. 13  Now there was no food in all the land; for the famine was very severe, so that 

the land of Egypt and the land of Canaan languished by reason of the famine. 14 And Joseph gathered up all 

the money that was found in the land of Egypt and in the land of Canaan, for the grain which they bought; and 

Joseph brought the money into Pharaoh's house. 15 And when the money was all spent in the land of Egypt 

and in the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came to Joseph, and said, "Give us food; why should we die 

before your eyes? For our money is gone." 16 And Joseph answered, "Give your cattle, and I will give you 

food in exchange for your cattle, if your money is gone." 17 So they brought their cattle to Joseph; and Joseph 

gave them food in exchange for the horses, the flocks, the herds, and the asses: and he supplied them with 

food in exchange for all their cattle that year. 18 And when that year was ended, they came to him the 

following year, and said to him, "We will not hide from my lord that our money is all spent; and the herds of 

cattle are my lords; there is nothing left in the sight of my lord but our bodies and our lands. 19 Why should 

we die before your eyes, both we and our land? Buy us and our land for food, and we with our land will be 

slaves to Pharaoh; and give us seed, that we may live, and not die, and that the land may not be desolate." 20  

So Joseph bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; for all the Egyptians sold their fields, because the famine 

was severe upon them. The land became Pharaohs; 21 and as for the people, he made slaves of them from one 

end of Egypt to the other. 22 Only the land of the priests he did not buy; for the priests had a fixed allowance 

from Pharaoh, and lived on the allowance which Pharaoh gave them; therefore they did not sell their land. 23 

Then Joseph said to the people, "Behold, I have this day bought you and your land for Pharaoh. Now here is 

seed for you, and you shall sow the land. 24 And at the harvests you shall give a fifth to Pharaoh, and four 

fifths shall be your own, as seed for the field and as food for yourselves and your households, and as food for 

your little ones." 25 And they said, "You have saved our lives; may it please my lord, we will be slaves to 

Pharaoh." 26 So Joseph made it a statute concerning the land of Egypt, and it stands to this day, that Pharaoh 

should have the fifth; the land of the priests alone did not become Pharaohs. 27  Thus Israel dwelt in the land 

of Egypt, in the land of Goshen; and they gained possessions in it, and were fruitful and multiplied 

exceedingly.  
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Questions on the Text

10.  Why was Joseph so keen on presenting his family to Pharaoh as shepherds, a class of people who were

“detestable to the Egyptians”?  What did he hope to accomplish?

11. How are Pharaoh’s graciousness and generosity and his regard for Joseph shown in these verses?

12.  Who takes the lead in Pharaoh’s interview with Jacob (vss. 7-10)?  Is this significant?

13.  In answer to the question, “How old are you?” Jacob refers to his life--and that of his father and grandfather--

as a “sojourning” or “pilgrimage.”  In what way(s) was that true? (Read also Heb. 11:8-10, 13-16.)  What was 

their pilgrimage directed toward?

14.  In what way are the lives of all the elect, including us, “pilgrimages”?  (For help with this, you may want to 

read 2 Cor. 5:1-10.)

Questions for Reflection

One of the best ways to meditate on God’s Word is to take it deeply into your life through memorization.  The 

suggested memory verse is always highlighted in the text in the lesson (see Gen. 47 for the highlighted text in this 

lesson).  Or you may choose one of your own.  For further reflection, consider these questions:

1.  Ironically the very situation that allowed Israel to prosper under one Pharaoh, would set them up to suffer 

under another (see Ex. 1:6-14).  Does that mean it was not God’s will for them?  Did they make a ‘mistake’ by 

going down to Egypt, since it later became a place of extreme suffering for them?  Has a situation that once 

seemed good to you turned sour?  What have you learned in this lesson about how God’s will can sometimes 

“feel”?  What prayer can you pray about your situation that reflects the truth of Romans 8:28:  “in everything God 

works for good with those who love him, who are called according to his purpose”?

2.  Notice what it says of God’s power and care that the people of Israel “were fruitful and multiplied exceedingly 

(Gen. 47:27)” in the midst of severe famine.  Do you feel surrounded by famine—spiritual if not physical?  Do 

you sometimes wonder how you will be fed, or where you will go for nourishment, or when God will show His 

face?  Is there anything in this lesson that will help you put your trust in God?

Jacob's Family Settles in Goshen

Read Genesis 46:28-47:12

15.  What effect does the writer achieve by sandwiching his account of Egypt during the famine between two 

verses that describe how Jacob’s family fared during that time (47:12 and 47:27)?

16.  Joseph met the approaching famine with forethought, saved up grain until it couldn’t be measured, and then 

parceled it out fairly and prudently so there would be enough for all who needed it for the duration of the famine.  

What was the end result of his plan (whereby he sold the grain first for money, then livestock, land, and finally in

exchange for the people themselves) for Pharaoh?  For the people of Egypt?  For the nation of Egypt?  For Jacob’s 

family?

Joseph Oversees Famine Relief

Read Genesis 47:13-27
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Before moving on to the final chapters of Genesis and the close of our study, it seems fitting to take a final step 

back to look at the big picture of God’s plan to redeem humanity as revealed in Genesis and see how “the account 

of Jacob” fits into it. 

In the early chapters we learned that God not only is Elohim, the mighty creator of the universe, but also 

YHWH—Lord God—the personal covenant name for God that sees him as redeemer and father.  We also saw that 

when He finished creating, He hallowed Creation and sealed it in a covenant family relationship with Himself.  He 

created us not for His entertainment or company or even for His service, but for our benefit, so we could share in 

the love and communion of the Trinity.  The relationship He wants to have with mankind is that of a father with 

his children.

We also learned that God created people with the freedom to choose whether or not they wanted to be his friends 

and members of his family.  The first humans chose to doubt God, lost faith in him and disobeyed.   They lost the 

grace of Divine Sonship for themselves and their descendants.  Essentially they chose death over life, and sin and 

death entered the world.

God could have wiped them out and started over, but He didn’t.  They had to bear the punishment for their sin, but 

He gave them hope of redemption to come.  In the meantime, God didn’t just let humanity struggle along alone.  

On the contrary:  on His initiative and through a series of Covenant promises, God began to build a people—a 

family—through which He would bless and save the world.  In effect, from the moment Adam and Eve sinned, 

God set out to redeem His lost children.

God next covenanted with Noah and his household.  By the time God expanded and confirmed that covenant with 

Abraham, it comprised three promises that essentially laid out the blueprint for the rest of His redemptive plan 

(Gen. 12:1-3).  These promises of nationhood, of “name” (or dynasty) and worldwide blessing would find their 

initial fulfillment in three later covenants.  God established the nation of Israel under Moses at Mt. Sinai, then a 

dynasty and kingdom under David, and finally He made Israel the channel of worldwide blessing when He 

established the New Covenant in His Son, Jesus Christ. 
 

By the end of Genesis, all the preliminary work has been done.  The events of this lesson begin what amounts to a 

bridge between the covenant-setting of Genesis and the covenant-fulfillment that begins in Exodus:

1.  Gen. 45:9-46:7:  God’s final confirmation of His covenant provides continuity between past and future 

by including many elements from previous promises and then looking ahead to Egypt, where He assures 

Jacob that there (in Egypt, not Canaan) He will begin to make of him a nation.

2.  Gen. 46: 8-27:  Jacob’s genealogy shows that the rootstock is ready to produce the nation-to-be.

3.  Gen. 46:28-34; Gen. 47:  The embryonic nation is planted in Egypt, where Israel will enjoy the 

protection of the Pharaoh, the provision of Joseph, and the blessing of God.  Over time their unique 

situation will enable them to prosper and grow as a people under God, without the Canaanite influence they 

suffered from previously.  Even in slavery they will thrive, and they will be ready for nationhood when 

God brings them out again.
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Catechism Connection

The following excerpts from The Catechism of the Catholic Church are on repentance, forgiveness and 

reconciliation:

Gen. 47:9--“ ‘The Church … will receive its perfection only in the glory of heaven,’ at the time of Christ’s 

glorious return.  Until that day, ‘the Church progresses in a pilgrimage amidst this world’s persecutions and God’s 

consolations.’  Here below she knows that she is in exile far from the Lord, and longs for the full coming of the 

Kingdom, when she will ‘be united in glory with her king  (769).’ ”
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ummary

In this lesson, we observed that:

Lesson 26    Genesis • 

1.  In Joseph’s emotional reunion with his brothers, the next step in God’s plan for Jacob’s family is revealed:  

they will move to Egypt, where Joseph has been sent in advance to prepare the way and provide for them.

2.  God confirms His promise to Jacob one last time as he leaves for Egypt.  In doing so, He reassures Jacob 

that this move is part of His plan; that He will prepare them in Egypt to become a nation; and that He will be 

with them and bring them back to Canaan.

3.  A list of Jacob’s descendants who settle in Egypt suggests a complete development in this stage of God’s 

plan:  the rootstock of the future nation of Israel has been planted.

4.  By emphasizing that his family were shepherds, Joseph is able to settle them in a fertile area where they 

can prosper, and separate from the Egyptians so they can grow as a people under God. 

5.  Jacob appears every bit the revered patriarch as he takes the lead in his meeting with Pharaoh and blesses 

the monarch.  In doing so, he takes his part in extending God’s blessing to the world.

6.  The patriarchs lived their lives in faith as pilgrims or sojourners in foreign lands, always hoping but never 

receiving the home God promised them.  In that sense they prefigure the lives lived by faith of all the 

elect—even those under the New Covenant, who long for their promised heavenly home while on earth.

7.  The same famine that reduced the Egyptians to vassals of Pharaoh, served to enrich Israel—clear evidence 

of God’s care and blessing.

8.  Joseph’s administrative policies were beneficial to everyone:  they prospered Pharaoh, stabilized and 

enriched Egypt, saved the people from death and enriched Israel.  Clearly, God’s Spirit guided Joseph to 

further His plan of making the tribe of Israel into a nation.

A Message from the Authors

Are you enjoying our study? Would you like this important service to continue? If so, please be aware that 

Catholic Exchange is a non-profit charitable organization totally dependent on your financial support to maintain 

both our website and our groundbreaking Catholic Scripture Study.  So please make an on-line donation with your 

credit card at www.catholicexchange.com, call 1-888-477-1982, or mail as generous a donation as possible to: 

Catholic Exchange 

P.O. Box 231820 

Encinitas, CA 92023 

Thank you for making the Word of God available to anyone who wants it anywhere in the world. 


