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Joseph Provides for His Family

NOTE; BE SURE TO ANSWER ALL THE QUESTIONS YOURSELF BEFORE READING 

THE ANSWERS IN ORDER TO MAKE THE MOST OF THIS STUDY.
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Genesis

Read Genesis 45:9-28

1. Joseph tells his family to move to Egypt to be near him and to escape the famine, which had another five years 

to go.  He tells them to move not just because food is plentiful in Egypt, but because God has made him lord of 

the country and what amounted to administrator of famine relief.  Joseph was in charge of the food, and he would 

provide for them.

2. Any fear that they would be unwelcome in Egypt was put to rest by Pharaoh’s generous offer to give them the 

best of the land to live in.  He also sends wagons to speed and ease their travel.

3. Joseph must have known that although they had made progress with respect to their earlier sin and their love for 

their father, that there remained battles to be fought.  Imagine how hard it would be for his brothers to face Jacob: 

they could hardly give him the good news that Joseph was alive and in charge of Egypt without also confessing 

their own culpability.  In telling them not to quarrel, Joseph is encouraging them not to spend time hashing over 

the past and accusing each other; it was time to look ahead and rejoice in what God had done and was doing.  He 

is anxious to see his father and to get the family settled in Goshen and doesn’t want anything to delay the trip or 

impede their progress.  

4. The passage reads, “…the spirit of their father Jacob revived; and Israel said, ‘It is enough: I will go see him.’ ”  

Jacob revived, and Israel said.  When Jacob’s spirit revives, he speaks, he is assured, he acts:  he is again Israel, 

the one who wrestled with God and lived.

The Last Promise

Read Genesis 46:1-4

5. Without God’s reassurance, it is hard to imagine Jacob not being afraid to take this journey, as much as he 

longs to see Joseph.  His family at last has a real if small stake in Canaan, which may be lost if they leave.  Jacob 

may also remember an earlier famine when God told Isaac not to go to Egypt but to stay in the land God has 

promised, where God would bless him (Gen. 26).  This was the land of the promise, for which Abraham had left 

Ur; it was also where God had spoken to Jacob and given him the promise.  Leaving with his entire household 

may have seemed to Jacob like abandoning God’s covenant or like leaving God’s presence.

Another possibility is that Jacob remembered God’s word to Abraham in Genesis 15, that his descendants would 

spend 400 years in a strange land before God brought them out again enriched.  Perhaps this knowledge, too, 

contributed to Jacob’s apprehension.

6. Beersheba had long been a place where the Patriarchs met with God.  Abraham and Isaac had both lived and 

worshiped at Beersheba; it is where Jacob lived before he set out for Haran, running from his brother after stealing 

the blessing.  Abraham made an oath there (Gen. 21:31-33) and called upon the Eternal God, and God appeared to 

Isaac and confirmed His promise at Beersheba.  
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The Last Promise (cont.)

7.   God calls Jacob urgently, using his name twice as he did to halt Abraham’s hand.  “Jacob, Jacob!”  He is 

making sure to get his attention.  Jacob’s response is worthy of note:  like Abraham, he answers, “Here I am”—the 

reply of a servant.  Whatever Jacob is feeling, he is all ears when God calls him.  God’s message is almost 

identical to the one he gave Isaac in an earlier night vision:  I am God, the God of your father; do not be afraid; I 

am with you; I will increase your descendants (or make of you a great nation, as he says to Jacob).  And the last 

time Jacob was leaving Canaan, that time for Haran, God met him similarly with a promise to go with him and 

bring him back.  He repeats those two promises here.

All this repetition makes us follow it like a thread through the book:  the same God who called Abraham and 

promised to make of him a great nation, also promised Isaac and now is promising Jacob.  Even though things are 

taking a turn now, and the family is moving to Egypt, it is the same God who is leading and this is part of the 

same plan.

8.  The four promises God made to Jacob were:  (1) He would make Jacob into a great nation while he is in Egypt;  

(2) He would go down to Egypt with him;  (3) He would surely bring him back again; and (4) that Joseph’s own 

hand would close his eyes.  God’s words to Jacob are full of His loving care.  They must have been a great 

reassurance, particularly in showing that the entire sojourn was God’s idea to being with and that Egypt was 

actually where the next stage of His plan would be accomplished.  Israel was going to Egypt not primarily to be 

saved from famine, but to become a great nation before God brought them back to the land He had promised.  And 

all the time, Jacob would be assured of God’s presence even as God had been with him in Haran.

Israel Sets Out For Egypt

Read Genesis 46:5-27

9. Not long ago, the family was just Jacob and Rachel and Leah.  Now they are 70:  the number of completeness, 

suggesting a complete development in God’s plan.  Why is this list here?  This is the rootstock of the nation of Israel.  

As there are 70 nations in the world, there are 70 tribal units in Israel.  Later on when Moses records all the family 

groups of the new nation, no one is mentioned who is not on this list.  God is accomplishing His plan to form a nation, 

and we see here that the foundation has been laid.

[To come up with 70, the author takes out Judah’s two dead sons (vs. 12) and adds in Joseph and his two sons already 

in Egypt and Jacob himself.  He ignores the entire third generation except for Joseph’s sons, who will become heads 

of two tribes in Joseph’s place.  The total is not “the descendants of Israel, who came into Egypt (vs. 8)” on that 

particular trip, but all the family who ended up settling in Egypt.]

Jacob's Family Settles in Goshen

Read Genesis 46:28-47:12

10. By emphasizing the fact that his family were shepherds, Joseph was able to settle them in a fertile area where they 

could prosper, and separate from the Egyptians so they could grow as a people under God.  Joseph is showing wisdom 

and prudence, offering a solution that is best for both parties involved.

11. That Pharaoh met with Jacob’s family at all surely shows he considers them worthy for Joseph’s sake, even 

though they are part of a “detestable” class.  Then, not only does he not make demands, Pharaoh gives them the very 

best land, a fertile area in the eastern part of the Nile delta.  He also puts them in charge of his own livestock, .
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Jacob's Family Settles in Goshen (cont.)

(probably assuming that some of Joseph’s brothers would share his administrative capabilities!)  That job would 

gain importance later during the famine, when the Egyptian people turn their livestock over to Pharaoh in return 

for food.

12. Jacob both initiates and ends this conversation.  And where Pharaoh’s question to Joseph’s brothers had at 

least in part a selfish motive behind it, for he gained shepherds for his cattle, he questions Jacob only to determine 

his age—in effect honoring him for his many years.  It is significant that Jacob greets Pharaoh and takes his leave 

by blessing the monarch.  He is bestowing spiritual goodness on the one who has blessed them materially.  This is 

yet another example of other nations being blessed by God’s people.

13. Abraham was called to leave his homeland for a place God would give him, and since then his family has 

lived as wandering nomads, strangers in a foreign country, awaiting the fulfillment of His promises.  St. Paul 

makes the point that they did not receive the things they were promised—not because God wanted to give them to 

their descendants instead, but because the ultimate fulfillment of the promise is in the kingdom of God; in a better, 

heavenly country.  Does that mean their faith was in vain?  Far from it!  St. Paul holds them up as examples of 

faith, who believed God’s promise even though they did not see it come to pass.

14. Our lives are pilgrimages because all who belong to God are made for living eternally with Him in heaven and 

we long to be there. We, like the patriarchs, are pilgrims, sojourning in a land of promise.  We have yet to arrive at 

the end of all we’ve been hoping for.  

The Church is but “the seed and beginning of the kingdom” mankind has been yearning for since Adam and Eve 

were expelled from the Garden (CCC #768).  Our goal, what we’re looking forward to as Christians, is the day 

God does away with the old order and brings in the new heaven and new earth.   John describes it like this in Rev. 

21:  The dwelling of God will be with men, and he will live with them.  They will be his people, and God himself 

will be with them and be their God.  He will wipe every tear from their eyes.  And there will be no more death or 

mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things will have passed away.

Does that take on a new depth of meaning for you since you’ve studied Genesis?  Not just an end to death or pain: 

an end to the old, broken order of things that we received as a legacy from Adam and Eve, in which we’re 

separated from our heavenly father and subject to death.  St. Paul says we “groan in longing” for that heavenly 

home while we are on earth. 

Joseph Oversees Famine Relief

Read Genesis 47:13-27

15. Egypt’s downward spiral from freedom, through famine to slavery is set in sharp contrast to the upward spiral of 

the way Jacob’s family prospers through famine and from Joseph’s slavery.  The juxtaposition of the two serves to 

heighten our awareness of God’s blessing on Israel:  the very famine that impoverishes the Egyptians causes Israel to 

flourish.  God has graciously provided for His people, using even the free decisions of Pharaoh to take care of them 

and bless them.  He obviously has His hand on His people and has them there for a purpose.
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Joseph Oversees Famine Relief (cont.)

16. It is no wonder that Pharaoh treated Joseph’s family with such magnanimity when we consider that as a result 

of his program, Pharaoh owned everything in the land:  all food, money, livestock, and land, and a fifth of what 

anyone produced on that land.  (All with the exception of the land owned by the priests, whose food was allotted 

regularly by Pharaoh and who therefore had no need to sell their land.) 

The people of Egypt sold everything to Pharaoh including themselves, yet they also were helped in that their lives 

were saved from starvation.  They did not actually become slaves in the way that Joseph had been a slave, but 

more or less became tenants of Pharaoh—who fortunately for them was a benevolent dictator.  The terms of their 

sale of the land were the same as their tax during the years of abundance, 20%--the difference being that they no 

longer owned the land that they farmed.

The nation of Egypt benefited from stability under Jacob’s wise direction and may have enjoyed an increased 

influence among the neighboring countries, which had to come to her for food.  

All this was a tremendous boon for Israel.   In addition to providing them with plenty of food, rich land to live in, 

and room to grow, Joseph’s stable administration and Pharaoh’s protection allowed them to grow in safety.  In the 

end, it ensured that God’s plan would be carried out:  the family would become a nation.


