Lesson 1

Galatians
Responses to the Questions

?

NOTE: BE SURE TO RESPOND TO ALL THE QUESTIONS YOURSELF BEFORE READING
THESE RESPONSES IN ORDER TO MAKE THE MOST OF THIS STUDY.

SAUL PERSECUTES THE CHURCH
Acts 7:54-8:3; 9:1-2
1. Saul was aggressive in his zeal to root out this new Christian heresy. He was bold,
determined, and wholly committed to his cause. There is even a touch of ruthlessness in him which enabled him
to enter homes and drag out men and women to send them to prison (8:3). Not everyone can do that sort of thing!
He was organized and efficient (9:2) in his plan to stop this movement in its tracks.
2. People who act this way can be motivated by many different things—dedication to the
truth as they see it, a sense of personal responsibility, a fear of change, arrogance—there are many possibilities.
In Saul’s case, it appears that zeal for God and the teachings of Judaism provoked his harsh behavior. He thought
he was defending God against blasphemers.
3. Answers will vary. Opposition is always a difficult thing, especially for Christians, who are called to love
their enemies. To be able to see that a person opposes us not because of pure evil but because of what he
perceives to be his need to defend the truth or the good will enable us to be more patient and compassionate in
our dealings with him.

AN ENCOUNTER WITH JESUS
Acts 9:3-9
4. The tone is gentle and imploring. There is pity for Saul, not anger, in it. Jesus used
this kind of address with those whom He loved who were well-meaning but misguided (see Luke 10:41; 22:31).
It is an indication to us that Saul’s motives for his behavior were good but badly misdirected (see question 2
above).
5. Jesus identifies Himself as the One whom Saul is persecuting (9:5). This must have surprised Saul, since he
believed Jesus was dead. By responding to Saul’s question in this way, Jesus makes a profound identification
between Himself and His followers. There can be no doubt that this experience laid the foundation for the
Apostle Paul’s constant teaching that the Church is the Body of Christ (see I Cor. 12:27; Eph. 1:22-23; Col. 1:18;
Rom. 12:5).
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Responses to the Questions (cont.)

6. To be utterly dependent on others is always hard for people, especially people like Saul. For Saul to
experience blindness and need for direction in this way prepared him physically to be converted spiritually. It
was the beginning of humility in Saul’s life.
7. Answers will vary. Sometimes when Jesus draws near to us, our ways are so different from His ways
that we have to be struck blind, as it were, and lose our orientation in order to be able to see things in their true
light.

SAUL ENCOUNTERS THE CHURCH
Acts 9:10-19a
8. Ananias was understandably reserved about going to Saul. He probably feared for his life and the lives of the
other Christians. Ananias isn’t the first person sent on a divine mission who is less than wildly enthusiastic about
it (think of Moses, Jeremiah, Jonah). The Lord doesn’t respond in anger to this reluctance. He patiently restates
the directive—Go.
9. Saul will be the Lord’s instrument to carry His name to Gentiles and Jews alike. He will need to have
courage of conviction to carry out this difficult mission. He will need to be educated in the ways of the Gentiles
and Jews. He will need to be eloquent before kings. By both personality and training, as a citizen of Rome and
as a rabbi taught by Gamaliel, Saul’s background prepared him to answer the call of the Lord. As for the
suffering, we know from the Beatitudes that Christian truth is laced with paradox. Jesus taught that those who
are persecuted and suffer for His sake are blessed (see Matt. 5:11-12), for they will receive a great reward, just as
the prophets did. Christians knew from the beginning that to suffer for the gospel was a blessed privilege. This is
not suffering for its own sake; rather, it is the deepest kind of fellowship with the Lord, Who suffered to win our
redemption. Saul would enjoy the closest possible identification with Jesus as a result of this mission.
10. Ananias addressed Saul as “brother.” He was probably moved to compassion by the sight of this once
powerful and ruthless man praying, blind and without having taken food or drink for three days. Ananias knew
from the Lord that Saul was a changed man; now he could see it with his own eyes.
11. Saul regained his sight as Ananias laid hands on him. He rose and was baptized, at which time he received
the Holy Spirit. Saul’s change of heart and mind about Jesus took place on the road to Damascus; his conversion
and rebirth took place under the direction of Ananias, through the laying on of hands and baptism.
12. Each stage of Saul’s conversion is relived in the life of every adult convert. First, there is the realization of
the living, breathing presence of the Risen Lord Jesus Christ. A period of humiliation and preparation follows.
Then, through a living, breathing human representative of Jesus, rebirth occurs through the sacrament of baptism.
We see here the pattern of how Jesus works through His Body, the Church. Saul’s conversion could have been
completely accomplished without any human intervention, but Jesus here makes it clear that He chooses to
identify Himself and His work of redemption with His people.
13. Everything that happened to Saul was supernatural, but some of it happened through a human being.
Just as God took on flesh in Jesus to become one of us, He takes on flesh in His Church to continue His presence
on earth.
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Responses to the Questions (cont.)

A LIFE RE-DIRECTED
Acts 9:19b-30
14. Saul shows that same willingness to act on his convictions, that same kind of passionate boldness. His
personality traits now enable him to fulfill the mission Jesus gave him through Ananias.
15. They were afraid of him; it was very hard for them to believe that one who was so violently against them
was suddenly one of them. Perhaps they suspected Saul of carrying out a plot of sabotage against them.
16. Barnabas took the initiative and introduced him to the apostles. His nickname, given to him by the apostles,
indicates the kind of man he was—”son of encouragement.” He was a devoted follower of the Lord and was able
to recognize that same devotion in Saul. Later, he and the Apostle Paul labored together in the work of the
gospel, preaching and making missionary journeys throughout the Roman empire.
17. Already we see Saul eagerly testifying to all who will listen that Jesus is Lord. He confounds the Jews
with his proofs that Jesus was the Messiah and disputes with the Hellenists (Greek-speaking Jews who lived
outside Jerusalem) over the gospel. He is clearly becoming a spokesman for Jesus to different types of people.
And just as clearly, he is the object of murderous hatred. People hated him so much they wanted to kill him.
Saul already begins to look very much like his Lord.
18. Answers will vary. When God calls us for a special work, He often uses the strengths of our
personalities and experiences to equip us for the job. This means that, in hindsight, we can see the hand of God
moving constantly in our lives to prepare us to do what He asks. The job seems tailor-made to us.
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