Lesson 7

Genesis
?

Responses to the Questions
NOTE; BE SURE TO ANSWER ALL THE QUESTIONS YOURSELF BEFORE READING
THE ANSWERS IN ORDER TO MAKE THE MOST OF THIS STUDY.

Luke 22:39-46
1. Right from the outset, as Jesus and the disciples enter the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus seems to have temptation
on His mind. He warns His friends to pray so that they can ward off temptation. He kneels down in prayer to face
the difficult moment of freely accepting His capture and death. An angel appears to strengthen Him, just as angels
had ministered to Him after His desert ordeal. Although there is no mention of the devil here, these are powerful
clues that Jesus experiences the full force of temptation to preserve His life rather than lose it in a brutal assault. It
is a scene of intense anguish. It isn't just a coincidence that Jesus happens to be in a garden when He has to make
His decision to choose God's will over His own, no matter what the cost. This is the moment when Jesus completes
His work as the New Adam. The first Adam was silent and passive in the face of temptation. Jesus, well aware of
what it will cost Him to obey God, puts the will of the Father first. The pride of the first Adam is replaced by the
humility of the Second Adam. If Adam shrank from the danger in his Garden, giving into disobedience, Jesus rises
to the challenge of the danger in His Garden, surrendering Himself perfectly to God's plan. The undoing of the devil
has begun.
2. In Genesis 3, God tells Adam that his face will be covered with the sweat of his toil as a punishment for his
disobedience. Adam's dominion over the earth, meant to be a source of joy for him, instead will bring him suffering.
For Jesus to sweat "like great drops of blood" in His Garden is a vivid picture of Him taking on Himself the curse
placed on Adam. The first Adam's disobedience was punishable by suffering and death. Jesus, the Second Adam,
in the agony of the Garden, begins to experience it. The sentence pronounced so long ago is now being executed.
3. Remember the deafening silence in the Garden of Eden when the serpent began his cunning attack? As we
watched Adam stand there, perhaps weighing up in his mind whether the serpent spoke the truth, didn't we long for
him to cry out for help? We felt that just one cry could have changed everything. In these verses, we see a picture
of Jesus doing precisely what Adam didn't do. He was afraid, but His fear led Him to call down help from His
Father. This is the test of love that Adam could not endure. Love has to be a real choice, which means that it must
be tested. Love of God leads one to continue to trust Him and to seek His help in the midst of the most threatening
circumstances. It is a conscious, willful choice to believe in God's goodness, no matter how contrary the evidence.
This anguished cry of Jesus, with tears, fills His Garden with the sound of faith. It was a cry that reached heaven,
undoing the silence of the Garden of Eden.
John 19:1-11
4. Thorns in Eden were another evidence of God's curse upon man, the punishment for his sin. They represented
the difficulty man would experience in fulfilling his vocation on earth, having lost his supernatural grace. As the
story of Genesis unfolds, the crown of thorns we see in this gospel scene will take on more significance (most
specifically in chapter 22). For now, we can understand it to be another indication that Jesus is taking upon Himself
the curse pronounced on Adam, even though He has retraced Adam's steps and has not faltered.
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5. If you have a picture of this scene in your mind's eye, it ought to make you catch your breath. Jesus, having
been scourged, stands there in a purple robe and crown of thorns. Pilate's grand introduction is meant as mockery.
The angry crowd is full of contempt for Jesus. And yet, this is a human being in which the image and likeness of
God has not been lost. This is man as God always intended him to be-perfectly obedient and faithful to the
covenant, no matter what the cost. In this gospel scene, Jesus is the only one with real human dignity. He is the
New Adam, and Pilate's announcement of "Here is the man!" heralds the beginning of a new humanity.
6. Jesus understands that power on earth is not without limitation; it is not autonomous, even when it can preserve
or destroy life. He has confidence in God, which enables Him to face frightening threats with courage and serenity.
He recognizes that no matter how things may look, God's plan will not be thwarted. This is just what we wished
we had seen in Adam, when his silence suggested that he was intimidated by the serpent, perhaps believing him to
be a rival source of power and truth.
John 19:31-37
7. Pathologists would tell us that a wound like this one, in its place on the body of one who died as Jesus died,
would actually produce both blood and water. The Church has always recognized in this detail of Christ's death a
startlingly beautiful symbol of the birth of the Church. The water of baptism initiates believers into union with
Christ; the blood of the Eucharist sustains them on their journey to God (see CCC 1225). In Scripture, the Church
is frequently described as "the Bride" of Christ. The Lord refers to Himself as "the Bridegroom" (Mark 2:19), and
heaven will be the marriage feast of the Lamb (see CCC 796). In Eden, as Adam slept, God opened his side to
create Eve, his bride, a true helper for him and one with whom he would form a permanent union in body and spirit.
As Jesus slept the sleep of death on the Cross, the wound in His side poured forth the sign of His Bride, the Church.
Adam, tempted by the devil, did not protect his wife with his life, but "Christ loved the Church and gave Himself
up for her, that He might sanctify her" (Eph. 5:25-26).
John 19:38-42; 20:11-18
8. Who was the very first gardener on earth? It was Adam, of course. God planted a garden for Adam and put
him in charge of it. Adam, however, failed in his responsibilities. He did not keep that garden safe and had to be
sent away from it. For Mary Magdalene to mistake Jesus as "the gardener" is a profound clue to us of what has
actually happened in this Garden of Resurrection. He is, in fact, the "Gardener." He is the New Adam, who will
not fail to keep His Father's vineyard safe and make it fruitful. All things have been made new.
Hebrews 2:5-18
9. Remember that Adam was tested in Eden to prove his love for God. In the presence of an intimidating enemy,
would he choose God's way, no matter what? In giving into the temptation of the serpent, he avoided the suffering
he perhaps feared. Although God had warned him of the fatal consequences of disobedience, he chose to satisfy
himself in the short term and live without suffering. Jesus, as the New Adam, had to re-trace the human steps
leading up to the first Adam's capitulation. For Him, it came down to a choice to obey God and suffer a torturous
death or to avoid suffering, putting His own welfare first. We know that Jesus embraced His suffering. He entered
fully and without reserve the step that would be the final and unequivocal proof of His love for God. This was the
step man was originally designed to take. It was part of God's plan to perfect in man the selfless love of the Blessed
Trinity. As the Catechism says, "Angels and men, as intelligent and free creatures, have to journey toward their
ultimate destinies by their free choice and preferential love" (311). It was entirely "fitting" that Jesus should reach
that destination through suffering, demonstrating for all eternity that man has nothing to fear in trusting and
obeying God.
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In addition, the suffering of Jesus gives us the clearest possible explanation of why God, from the time of the fall
in Eden, has allowed us to be subject suffering. The punishment of sin is meant to hurt. It is meant to get us to the
point where we cry out in anguish, "My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me?" (Ps. 22:1; Mt. 27:46), just as
Jesus did on the Cross. He commended His Spirit into God's hands. God did all the rest! God raised Him from the
dead, destroying the power of the devil, opening the gates of heaven, filling the universe with light and life. Do we
need any more convincing that suffering issues from God's Fatherly love?
10. The devil does not have ultimate power of life and death. He is only a creature; God alone has that power.
These verses suggest that the "power" the devil has in death is the fear that it produces in human nature. The fear
of death keeps men in bondage to the devil. How? Think of the scene in Garden of Gethsemane. The fear of death
in Jesus had the potential to turn Him away from God's will. In Jesus we are able to see that choosing God over
ourselves can be painful. It is a kind of death to ourselves. In the case of Jesus, it eventually led to a physical death
as well. Think of Adam in Eden. To resist the temptation of the devil would have required a death in Adam-if not
physical, then surely a death to what he wanted to gain by eating the forbidden fruit. For Jesus to die and rise again
strips the devil of his most potent weapon against man. If death could not hold Jesus, He is really the One with
power over it. He was "bruised" in the process, but in another Great Reversal, the death of Jesus (and the
appearance of victory for the devil) turned the world upside down, and the serpent slithers away with a mortal
wound (see CCC 635).
John 3:1-15
11. Jesus tells Nicodemus that no one will see the kingdom of God without being "born anew." This comment
addresses the radical problem man developed in Eden. How will he ever be able to enter the Garden and eat of the
Tree of Life again unless he is healed of his debilitating condition of sin, which is lodged in his body and is passed
along to his descendants? Jesus says it will take another birth, one of "water and the Spirit." This baffles
Nicodemus, because it seems so impossible and contrary to nature. Jesus registers surprise that Nicodemus, "a
teacher of Israel," doesn't understand this need for men to have a second birth. Yet we should understand it,
because of what we know from Genesis. In fact, we longed for it when we watched Adam and Eve leave Paradise,
but we couldn't imagine then how it would ever be possible. Now we know. Jesus is announcing to Israel, in the
person of Nicodemus, that the victory He will win on the Cross ("the Son of Man must be lifted up") will be for
anyone who believes in Him. The birth of "water and Spirit" is baptism (read Rom. 6:1-11), the sacrament through
which a believer is united to the death that Jesus died to sin and to the Resurrection which gives new life. The New
Adam and Eve won't be alone in Paradise; all who believe in Jesus will join them through baptism.
John 6:41-59
12. We know that the first sacrament appeared in Eden, where men could have eaten fruit and lived forever. If
Jesus, the New Adam, has made it possible for men to experience a new birth that restores them to the life Adam
and Eve had before the fall, it should not surprise us to find that Jesus offers Himself as food and drink for those
seeking eternal life. We have seen many signs in the New Testament that "the woman" and her "seed" came not
only to battle the enemy but also to open a way for human creatures to return to the life of Eden. The Tree of Life
was a prominent feature of that life; now we discover that the "tree" of the Cross (see Acts 5:30) has born fruit for
eternal life. In the Eucharist, we eat that "fruit" and live forever.
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Gal. 3:27; 1 Cor. 15:53; Eph. 4:22-24; Col. 3:9
13. St. Paul frequently speaks of "putting off" the old sinful nature and "putting on" the new one that we receive in
baptism, which is "created after the likeness of God in true righteousness and holiness" (Eph. 4:24). In this, we are
not very different from Adam and Eve in Eden. Their nakedness was covered by the skins of an animal; our
nakedness is covered by the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sins of the world. The tender care of God
foreshadowed in the Garden has been fulfilled in an unthinkable way-Jesus, the Son of God, has become our
covering. His life clothes us with glory.
**************************************************************************************
14. Responses will vary:
Holy water at all the entrances - the Garden was well-watered by a river that flowed out of it, dividing into 4 rivers.
The water in church is a reminder that only by being born of water and the Spirit can man re-enter Eden.
Beauty - Catholic churches are often beautiful, some dazzlingly so (think of St. Peter's in Rome). In their beauty,
they reproduce the great sensual beauty of Eden. Beauty is God's gift to man fully alive. It is His testimony to our
senses that He exists and that, because of the existence of beauty, He is worthy to be adored.
Sanctified time and space - In the beginning, God hallowed one day out of all the others for Himself. The Church
continues to hallow time, identifiable through the liturgical colors of the altar cloths and vestments of the priests.
Eden was sanctified space, a place set apart from the rest of the earth for God and man to meet in a unique way. The
red tabernacle light alerts us to the continued reality of sanctified space. The Lord is present in the consecrated
hosts; the ground of the church is holy ground.
Representations of Jesus and Mary - A man and a woman presided over the first Garden, male and female in the
image of God. A woman and her Son were promised to fallen humanity to begin the restoration of life in Eden.
To see Jesus and Mary represented in a church should plant us deeply into the soil of joy. God has kept His promise
to His creatures-the devil has been defeated through human beings. The stunning victory of God is complete!
Representations of the saints - Adam and Eve were meant to begin a family, but the fall into disobedience intervened.
The people who would have filled the Garden were born outside of it and not allowed in. In the Church, the saints
represent the family of the New Adam and Eve. In Eden, Adam would have been the father of all who came after
him. In the New Eden, God is the Father of Jesus and all who are "born anew." This means that Adam's fall
resulted in a better life for us than would have been possible had he not fallen. Adam would have made us creaturely
sons of God; Jesus makes us divine sons. The saints represented in churches remind us that God's family plan for
Eden was not only preserved but elevated through the Redemption by Jesus. The human faces of the saints, upon
which we gaze in church, give us more occasions to rejoice over God's triumphant humiliation of the serpent, who
so loathed the creatures made of dust.
Crucifix - The Tree of Life in Eden offered fruit that was to be eaten for eternal life; the "tree" of the Cross offers
fruit to be eaten for eternal life; it has become the Tree of Life.
Altar/Table - In Eden, God provided food for Adam and Eve to eat; in the New Eden, Christ welcomes us to share
a meal of supernatural food and drink. In Eden, an innocent animal died to provide covering for Adam and Eve. In
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the New Eden, the altar reminds us that an innocent human being made an offering of His life to cover the guilty.
The meal He offers is not a picnic meal. It is a meal which represents life in Eden before and after the fall, a meal
that joins the joy of God's provision to the humility of helpless, redeemed sinners.
Confessionals - In Eden, God called Adam and Eve to give an account of their disobedience. They were free, and
thus responsible for their actions. They showed no remorse for their sin. In the New Eden, men still have the
freedom to choose to remain in God's covenant through obedience. If they fall, they can express their remorse and
their resolve not to sin again in confession. They are restored to sanctifying grace through the sacramental presence
of Jesus. They are not expelled from the Garden.
Next time you enter a Catholic church, breathe in deeply. You're back in the Garden!
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