Lesson 9

Genesis
?

Responses to the Questions
NOTE; BE SURE TO ANSWER ALL THE QUESTIONS YOURSELF BEFORE READING
THE ANSWERS IN ORDER TO MAKE THE MOST OF THIS STUDY.

Wickedness Reigns on Earth
Read Genesis 6:1-10
1. We know that there were at least two lines of human development from Adam and Eve, one through Seth and
one through Cain. If Seth's descendants were those who called on the name of the Lord, and Cain's were those
who lived independently of God, then it is possible that "the sons of God" were male Seth-ites and the "daughters
of men" were female Cain-ites.
2. It appears that intermarriage between the two human communities led to a weakening of goodness on earth.
Instead of the faith of the one group lifting up the other, wickedness and evil imagination prevailed. Throughout
Scripture there are sober warnings about marriage between people of faith and people without faith or those with
false religion. In the history of Israel, one of the greatest dangers the nation faced was the threat presented when
Israelites married idolatrous women. Likewise in the New Testament, St. Paul speaks specifically against
marriage between a believer and an unbeliever (see 2 Cor. 6:14-16). Because human nature is frail and prone to
sin, a marriage between a believer and an unbeliever introduces the possibility of a weakened commitment to
keeping God's covenant. If the unbeliever is the wife, as it seems to be the case here in Genesis, the danger is
even greater, since she is the one who will nurture children in that family. The Catholic Church continues to
guide Christians away from mixed marriages (see CCC 1633-34). In the case of early human civilization, it is
possible that mixed marriages led to a widespread collapse of righteousness on the earth.
3. Just as God could look at all His works in the beginning and see that they were "very good," He could look at
what man, in his work on earth, had done and see that it was "corrupt." Man's rebellion against God eventually
results in violence against other men and perhaps against the living creatures who were created to help man.
Man's abuse of his freedom grieves God to the heart. It is such a far remove from his original destiny. Because
the evil overcomes the good among men, it must be stopped. God is passing judgment on His wayward sons.
4. For animals to be included in the cleansing of the earth suggests the inseparable relationship between man and
the rest of creation. The dominion God had given him has real meaning - when man goes down, so does all the
rest of the earth. This helps us to see clearly how all the elements of creation led up to the creation of man. He
was not just one player among many. Without man, the rest has no meaning.
5. It is never easy for a man to live righteously when everyone around him is wicked. It requires self-discipline,
courage, and faith. In Hebrews, Noah is described as one who was warned about events "yet unseen." He built a
huge ark in the middle of dry ground. What kind of confidence did he have in the unseen realities? It was
profound. He did not live his life according to what he could see. He exhibited a detachment from the world
around him, relying only on God's commands. Quite possibly he had to face ridicule or abuse from people who
lived only according to the imaginations of their own hearts. This is heroic virtue. Truly he was God's friend.
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Responses to the Questions (cont.)
The World Saved Through Noah
Read Genesis 6:11-22
6. One of the truths about God hardest to grasp is that the One who set the stars in the skies, Who put limits on
the seas, and Who keeps the entire universe working also knows how many hairs are on our heads. The fact that
we are not lost in the cosmos is a staggering reality. Noah's quiet faithfulness in the midst of great evil was not
overlooked. God is aware of each human life. No moment is lost.
7. The Fathers of the Early Church saw the ark as a figure of the Church. "God ordered Noah to build an ark in
which he and his family would escape from the devastation of the flood. Undoubtedly the ark is a symbol of the
City of God on pilgrimage in this world; that is, a symbol of the Church which was saved by the wood on which
there hung the Mediator between God and men-Christ Jesus, Himself a man. Even the measurements of length,
height, and breadth of the ark are a symbol of the human body in which He came…The door open in the side of
the ark surely symbolizes the open wound made by the lance in the side of the Crucified-the door by which those
who come to him enter in the sense that believers enter the Church by means of the sacraments which issued from
that wound." (St. Augustine, De civitate Dei, 15, 26; quoted in The Navarre Bible: Pentateuch, Princeton, NJ:
Scepter Publishers, 1999; pg. 70)
Water Covers the Earth
Read Genesis 7
8. The number seven should remind us of the hallowing of the seventh day of the first creation, which became a
sign of the covenant God made with all creation. We are to comprehend that God is undertaking a re-creation of
the earth and even of man himself, in a sense. He wants to renew the covenant. We should not mistake this for
just another attempt to get things right. Rather, we are to absorb from all the details that evoke the creation that it
is God Who desires to free man from his problems. God's unrelenting initiative in seeking to restore man to his
original destiny is unequivocal proof of His love for us. The enormity of God's persistent love should rise up
above all the details of man's early history as the sun rises in the morning sky. We dare not interpret any of it
apart from the illumination of that bright light. Behind, above, beneath, before, and throughout everything is the
glorious love of God for mere mortals. "O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is Thy Name in all the earth!" (Ps. 8:9)
9. As God continues to reveal Himself within man's history, He shows that although He is patient with sinners,
ready to forgive, and tender in His care of them, a time does arrive when, because He is just, He does execute
judgment. Rebellion, wickedness, and evil cannot continue unchecked. This is a truth that will appear again and
again through Scripture. The history of Israel is full of episodes of judgment upon sin, after a period of
forbearance. Jesus spoke often of "the day of the Lord," when God calls everyone to account and acts as the just
Judge. The Flood is Scripture's first warning that man should never mistake God's patience and mercy as grounds
for presumption. If the Lord is slow to punish sin, it isn't because He winks at it. As St. Peter says, "First of all
you must understand this, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following their own passions and
saying, 'Where is the promise of His coming? For ever since the fathers fell asleep, all things have continued as
they were from the beginning of creation.' They deliberately ignore this fact, that by the word of God heavens
existed long ago, and an earth formed out of water and by means of water, through which the world that then
existed was deluged with water and perished. But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist have
been stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men." (2 Peter 3:3-7)
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Responses to the Questions (cont.)
10. This joining together of the two "waters" is yet another sign that God is re-creating the world to rid it of evil.
It is a powerful reminder to men that nature, which is easily taken for granted, doesn't exist and function on its
own but only by the power and will of God. If we count on the sun coming up every day and the waters of the
oceans remaining where they are, we must understand that God could return the ordered universe to chaos in the
twinkling of an eye.
The Waters Subside
Read Genesis 8
11. "In the beginning," the earth was without form and void, and the Spirit of God was moving over the face of
the waters (Gen. 1:2). To read in Genesis 8:7 that "the wind" of God, which is His breath, the Holy Spirit, is
blowing over the earth helps us to recognize the beginning of the re-creation. The repetitive use of language from
the original creation story teaches us that God's original plan for the universe and for man was a perfect plan. That
is why the re-creation scenes in Scripture, wherever they appear, always use language from the original one. God
doesn't keep trying out new ideas until something works. He is determined to make His original plan work, no
matter what rises up to derail it. No fault can be found with the plan. Human history will reveal where the
problem lies.
12. Responses will vary. It would have been natural for Noah and his family to be eager to get off that boat.
Perhaps they did wonder why they had to wait so long, while nature ran its course. Maybe they longed for a
miracle or two to speed things along. Why didn't God do that? This is a question we should be willing to ponder
from time to time. We could have asked it right after Adam and Eve left Eden. Why didn't God immediately
send "the woman" and her "seed" to set things right? Surely Israel's long wait for the appearance of the Messiah
was punctuated with cries of "how long, O Lord?" In our own day, the Church echoes what St. John wrote, two
thousand years ago, at the end of the Book of Revelation: "Come, Lord Jesus!" (Rev. 22:20). As difficult as it is
sometimes to accept, God carries out His plan for creation through natural and supernatural means. It must matter
to Him to allow nature and human history to take time to arrive at their destination. When we bump up against
this, it reminds us how much of God's work is mysterious and inscrutable to us. We must agree with the Psalmist:
"Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high, I cannot attain it." (Ps. 139:6) Sometimes it looks to us as if
a miracle or two would be so much more efficient. God isn't aiming at efficiency. His desire for us is holiness.
God, the Artist, works in the media of time, nature, and human history to create the perfection that is our destiny.
It takes faith to believe that. Noah is our example.
13. The Church helps us to see the Holy Spirit as the dove that looks for habitable ground. In the days of Noah, it
was dry earth that the dove sought and finally found. The appearance of the dove with the olive branch was a sign
that a new life for man on the earth was about to begin. At the baptism of Jesus, the Holy Spirit descending on
Him in the form of a dove is a powerful sign that finally the soil of the human soul will be fit for the presence of
God's Spirit once again. Is there any thought more beautiful than this?
14. This language reminds us of God's charge to Adam and Eve to be fruitful and multiply. It prepares us for a
renewal of the covenant God made in Eden and probably a code of behavior.
15. Noah offered a burnt offering to the Lord as soon as he got off the ark. It pleased the Lord greatly to see a
man live this way-not just the faith in his heart but his public act of making an offering. God makes a promise
never to curse the ground again because of man. Noah's life provided "rest" for all those who came after him.
Never again would they have to fear a return to chaos on the earth. This is the first episode of God's people being
saved through the faithful obedience of a human being. It will not be the last.
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