Lesson 19

Genesis
?

Responses to the Questions
NOTE; BE SURE TO ANSWER ALL THE QUESTIONS YOURSELF BEFORE READING
THE ANSWERS IN ORDER TO MAKE THE MOST OF THIS STUDY.

Jacob Steals Isaac's Blessing
Read Genesis 27:1-29
1. As the second-born son, Jacob had no right to expect blessing or birthright as long as his older brother lived
and was in his father's favor. Presumably he knew the circumstances of his birth that led to his name, and possibly
Rebekah had told him of the Lord's words to her as well. "The older will serve the younger," God said while the
twins fought in her womb (Gen. 25:23). Rebekah loved Jacob more than his brother (Gen. 25:28) and she would
have held God's words close in her heart those 40 years. She is determined that Jacob - and not Esau - will get his
father's blessing, and is even willing to take the risk of being cursed to make sure he gets it (Gen. 27:13).
2. a: Abraham and Sarah took things into their own hands and tried to produce the promised son through Sarah's
maid Hagar (Gen. 16). They were successful in the sense that they had a child, but it was not the son God
intended and although God did bless Ishmael, the promises were not fulfilled through him. The results of
Abraham and Sarah's efforts were bitterness and discord in the family; division between them; and long lasting
trouble between the descendants of Ishmael and Isaac. Rebekah's and Jacob's efforts to bring about God's will by
their own efforts would be equally destructive to their family. Their actions would force Jacob to flee his brother's
anger and be separated from his family for 20 years, and he would never see his mother again.
b. Rebekah's (and Jacob's) actions are not justified; a good end even if promised by God does not justify the use
of trickery to get there. But God will make good come of it. (NOTE: we will read in Gen. 48 of a younger twin
being blessed - by a blind Jacob this time - over the older without any trickery or double-dealing.)
3. Isaac blesses Jacob with richness and abundance from God; he will rule over not just nations and people but
over his brothers as well. Those who curse him will be cursed, and those who bless Jacob will be blessed. This
benediction of fruitfulness, leadership and blessing echoes God's blessing on Abraham and its promise of a great
name and nation and of blessing/cursing on those who bless/curse him.
Esau Pleads for a Blessing
Read Genesis 27:30-40
4. a. Esau cries bitterly and begs for even a single blessing that his father may have held back from Jacob, whom
he clearly sees as deceiving him out of not just the blessing but the birthright as well. Esau's sorrow seems to be
over his loss; he does not appear to see his own fault in the matter or that he lost his birthright because he did not
value it. Instead, he falsely accuses Jacob of having tricked him out of it. It's a case of too little too late for Esau.
Now that he sees what he's lost, it's too late to get it back and he is "rejected." (Heb. 12:17)
b. However hard Esau might cry and plead, his father's blessing cannot be revoked. It is legally binding and
would be effective even given under mitigating circumstances. To the ancient world, blessings (and curses as
well) had even more power than we give our legal documents: it was believed that the words themselves, spoken
under God's authority, actually accomplished what they pronounced.
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Responses to the Questions (cont.)
Esau Pleads for a Blessing (cont.)
5. Isaac answered Esau's cries with a blessing that served only to highlight the greater blessing given to Jacob:
where Jacob will be blessed by God of heaven's dew and of the earth's richness, Esau will dwell away from these
things. Where Jacob will rule nations and be lord over his brothers, Esau will live by the sword and serve his
brother. There is but one hope given him, that at some point he will throw off Jacob's yoke from his neck.
6. Hebrews 11:20 tells us that "by faith Isaac invoked future blessings on Jacob and Esau." This blessing is
inspired by faith because he who cannot see (literally or figuratively) into the future is sure of what he hopes for that is, the fulfillment of God's covenant promises of blessing on his children. As heir and steward of God's
covenant, he passed the promises on to the one whom God revealed to Rebekah would rule.
Esau's Plot
Read Genesis 27:41-46
7. Far from forgiving Jacob, Esau "hated Jacob" after losing their father's blessing. He holds onto his grudge,
letting it fester into anger and bitterness, then plots to bide his time until Isaac dies, when he plans to kill his
brother.
8. a. If Esau were to kill Jacob, he would deserve death in return. By sending Jacob away to Laban until Esau
calms down, Rachel saves not only Jacob's life but Esau too, from becoming a fugitive from vengeance and
punishment. Sadly she will never "send, and fetch" her beloved son home again as she intends; she will die before
he returns.
b. Rebekah frames her suggestion to send Jacob to Laban by saying he should find a wife from among her people
and not from among the Hittites. This is a veiled criticism of Esau, who had married two Hittite women who have
made her life weary (Gen. 26:34 and 27:46), and further reason for blessing Jacob over his older brother.
Jacob Flees to Laban
Read Genesis 28:1-9
9. Recall that Isaac himself stayed in Canaan while Abraham's servant sought a wife for him. Perhaps afraid that
Jacob will not otherwise return, Isaac is reminding Jacob that whatever the circumstances between him and Esau,
and however true it is that they still live in Canaan as foreigners, God has promised them the land, that He gave it
to Abraham and it is the descendants of Jacob, as recipient of the blessing, who will take possession of it.
10. Esau marries yet another wife, this time an Ishmaelite, apparently in a last-ditch effort to do the right thing
and please his parents. Unfortunately this is too little, too late, and his action draws a further line of distinction
between his family and the future chosen people of God.
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Responses to the Questions (cont.)
Jacob's Dream
Read Genesis 28:10-22
11. a-c: Jacob knows God as "the Lord your God," the Lord Isaac's God. God has revealed Himself to Abraham
and to Isaac, and Jacob knows Him (and has been blessed by Him) only through his father - God has not revealed
Himself personally yet to Jacob.
12. God revealed Himself to Jacob as "the Lord, the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac." This
says to Jacob far more than that He is great and powerful: it says that He is a personal God, a God who has sought
out men to bless them and who has promised to make of Abraham (through his son Isaac, and now through Jacob)
a great nation and a source of blessing to the world. It is not just Isaac who has blessed Jacob; that blessing came
through Isaac from God Himself.
13. In John 1, the angels ascending and descending on Jesus, the Son of Man, designate Jesus as God's chosen
one from whom blessing and redemption would come to the world. They recall the story of Jacob's dream, in
which he is confirmed as God's chosen one - the first Israelite and mere shadow of the true Israelite who was to
come.
14. God reiterated to Jacob elements of the promise he'd made to Abraham: descendants, land, and worldwide
blessing. To that he added a promise to be with Jacob and watch over him wherever he should go; to bring him
back to Canaan; and that He would never leave him until He had done what He promised. Jacob needs to be
reassured that by leaving the land of promise, he is not leaving God's presence. God will be with him wherever he
goes, until He accomplishes what He has promised.
God was clearly with Jacob in a way that he was not with other people at that time. Yet His intention was to be
with all His children and He became so gloriously when He sent His son Jesus, called "Emmanuel (which means,
'God with us')." (Matt. 1:23)
15. If God will be with him and watch over him and bring him safely home, Jacob vows that the LORD will be
his God; the stone he set up at Bethel will be God's house; and he will give God a tenth (by which he would
acknowledge the LORD as his God and King). Jacob seems to be trying to maintain some level of control over
things, but he is moving on to the point where God will be his and not just God of his fathers.
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